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GLOBAL 
BRIDGES: 
The EU and the Global 
South for an inclusive 
multilateralism. 
Ideas from Europe, India, 
Brazil and South Africa

WHY IS MULTILATERAL REFORM URGENT?

1EROSION OF THE MULTILATERAL ORDER

Power shifts Geopolitical tensions 

Sustained trend of economic fragmentation and protectionism

37,7% of global
GDP (PPP) 59

a 6.8% increase 

578 513

Armed conflicts registered in 2023

Global military spending: 

from the previous year. 
This was the steepest year-on-year increase since 2009

Governments worldwide are implementing discriminatory trade policies

In 2024 In 2025

In 2024, the BRICS 
countries accounted

26% of global
trade

25%
46%

of global 
exports

BRICS countries hosts 
3.3 billion approximately

of the world's 
population

2009 2023 
$2.443 trillion 
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2GROWING ROLE OF EMERGING POWERS

3EU’S TRUST DEFICIT IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH 4BLOSSOMING OF MINILATERALISM 

BRICS Expansion

West vs. “the rest 
of the world”

BRICS group  (10 members)

World's 
population

BRICS
46%

G7
10%

REST
44%

ORIGINAL MEMBERS

NEW MEMBERS

New realities,
New configurations 

Fragmentation, 
securitization, complexity 
vs. representativity and 
fairness? 

Power shifts must be 
accompanied by 
equitable representation 
in international institutions
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From Africa to EU
• Exports 
could be reduced by 

• Africa's GDP could 
be reduced by
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Australia, United Kingdom, USA
Australia, India, Japan, USA
India, Israel, UAE, USA

Shanghai Cooperation Organization  
African Union 
Indian Ocean Rim Association 
India Brazil South Africa Dialogue Forum 
International Solar Alliance 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure   
India Middle-East Europe Economic Corridor 
Minerals Security Partnership 

Smaller ‘Swing States’ 
will seek to align with existing 

and emerging poles 
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Can multipolarity 

be a 
stabilising force?

South(s)’
plurality must be 

acknowledged

$

€

Reform does
not imply

dismantlement
of multilateral

institutions

Debt relief 
and restructuring 

Global public goods: climate action, health, 
digital and financial inclusion, food security 

EU needs to address these 
to regain its moral authority

Anti-Western
rhetoric is not

representative of
the Global
South(s) 

A critical mass of 
countries supports the
comprehensive reform

and creation of
new institutions

Representation and access
to decision-making are

key to ensure inclusiveness. 
Minilateral arrangements

illustrate this

Revisionist agendas 
overshadow the 

need for profound 
reforms and 

new institutions

REFORM

$
Relief

EU needs a 
collective and 

articulated approach 
to emerging powers

The EU is expected 
to act as a stabilizing 
force in a multipolar 

world, requiring a 
more outward-looking 

and pragmatic 
approach

NEW

NEW

5.72%

1.12%

Read the full report hereThis initiative is financed by

Additional sources beyond the Global Bridges report have been used in the preparation of this infographic. For more information, please contact globalpolicycenter@ie.edu

ON THE TYPE OF MULTILATERALISM WE ARE LOOKING FOR

ON WHETHER MULTIPOLARITY IS A GIVEN AND THE SORT WE WANT

ON ISSUE AREAS OF INTEREST IN MULTILATERAL REFORM

ON WHETHER TO REFORM AND/OR REPLACE EXISTING MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS

ON THE SYNERGIES BETWEEN THE EU AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH(s) IN MULTILATERAL REFORM

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Unilateral actions: 
CBAM




