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The course investigates the complex system of cultural, social, political and material narratives that
frame and guide our experience of the urban environment. The course aims at unfolding some of
the major paradigms and interpretative frameworks of the city, understood as a system of
relationships between people, buildings, cultural realms and normative tools. As such, the course
draws from a number of important urban thinkers of the post-war period, such as Kevin Lynch, Jane
Jacobs, Rem Koolhaas and David Harvey, in order to investigate the sociology, theory, economics
and history of the city. The course employs wide range of case studies, from Hong-King to Paris,
Tokyo and New York, as a way to apply important urban theories to a global perspective.

The course is divided into six thematic blocks, each grounded on a broad interpretative standpoint
for examining the city. Each of these blocks involves the adoption and study of a varied range of
cases and sources, from critical essays to manifestos, novels, films and guidebooks, all dealing in
different ways with a set of questions and methodological approaches for studying and discussing
the city. The course ultimately aims at building a body of theoretical and operative knowledge that
can contribute to the social awareness and cultural responsibility of the architect and urban planner.

2.1. BASIC AND GENERAL OBJECTIVES

The general objectives and skills that students will develop as a result of the learning process of
this specific course are:
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CB1: Students have demonstrated knowledge and an understanding of a given area of study,

building upon the foundation of secondary education, supported by advanced texts, and

including aspects that engage the latest advances in their area of study.

-

CB2: Students know how to apply their knowledge professionally to their work or vocation and

possess the competencies that are often demonstrated through elaboration and defense of

arguments and the resolution of problems within their area of study.

-

CB3: Students can gather and interpret relevant facts (usually within their area of study) in

order to make judgments that include reflection on relevant social, scientific, and ethical topics.

-

CB4: Students can transmit information, ideas, problems, and solutions to both specialized

and non-specialized audiences.

-

CB5: Students have developed the necessary learning skills to continue their studies with a

high degree of autonomy.

-

CG6: Knowledge of the industries, organizations, regulations, and procedures needed in order

to transform projects into buildings, and to integrate drawings into the planning process.

-

CG7: An understanding of the relationship between people and buildings, and between

buildings and their contexts, as well as the need to relate buildings and adjacent spaces to

needs and to the human scale.

-

2.2. SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES

The specific objectives and skills that students will develop as a result of the learning process of
this specific course are:

CE36: Ability to categorize built and urban heritage and plan conservation efforts.-
CE40: Ability to develop functional programming for buildings and urban spaces.-
CE45: Ability to design and execute urban projects as well as those for urbanization, gardens,

and landscape.

-

CE46: Ability to apply urban planning regulations and ordinances.-
CE47: Ability to develop environmental and landscape studies, and environmental impact

reports.

-

CE55: Adequate knowledge of the relationship between cultural patterns and the social

responsibilities of the architect.

-

CE57: Adequate knowledge of sociology, theory, economics, and urban history.-
CE58: Adequate knowledge of the methodological foundations of urban, territorial, and

metropolitan planning.

-

CE59: Knowledge of civil, administrative, urbanistic, building and industry regulations relating

to professional activities.

-

CE62: Knowledge of the mechanisms of preparing and developing urban plans at all scales.-
2.3. TRANSVERSE COMPETENCIES OF THE UNIVERSITY

The transverse objectives and skills that students will develop as a result of the learning process of
this specific course are:
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METHODOLOGY

CT2: Ability to exercise professional behavior in accordance with constitutional principles and

ethical values of the respective profession.

-

CT3: Manage unforeseen situations with the capacity to respond to changes within

organizations.

-

CT4: Use disciplinary knowledge to analyze and evaluate current situations.-
CT5: Integrate oneself into interdisciplinary and multicultural teams to achieve common goals

in a context of diversity.

-

CT6: Work actively at in an international context.-

Covid-19 has brought us a world that we thought only lived in fiction. In the School of Architecture
and Design, we understand the current crisis as an opportunity to imagine a new pedagogy, one
that explores new paths in architecture education that go beyond any contingency. Concomitant
with this idea, IE University introduced the concept of Liquid Learning as a response to the times
we live at as well as strengthening the quality of education. In this new Liquid Learning
environment, students on-site and online, and considering status changes throughout time, will
receive the same quality of education due to the revision of our pedagogical methods and
application of new technologies to make the new environment feasible to ensure the best
experience.

In order to execute this plan, some changes will be introduced within the teaching methodology, the
most important of them, the organization of the courses through synchronous and asynchronous
sessions. To make definitions clear, synchronous sessions refer to those sessions where students
and professors coincide in time, although they might or might not, coincide in space. This means
that during these sessions the students might be sharing class space with the professor, or might
be remote although present at the same time thanks to the technologies that will allow those
students to be part of the class activities. Asynchronous sessions will be those where professors
and students do not coincide in time nor space. During these sessions, the interaction between
professors and students, and among students, will be produced in different ways, such as
discussions, detailed feedback, lectures, and other activities that will be explained below.

The course explores aspects of urban theory and history and is structured around six thematic
sections, each of which is made of two to three weeks of sessions. Each weekly session is
dedicated to explore the theme of the section through a variety of activities carried out around a
selection of sources, such as primary texts, critical readings, films and so on. Specifically, the
course, will involve the following teaching methods:

AF1: Workshops and Laboratories

AF2: Lectures

AF3: Debates and Seminars

AF5: Presentation of Work

AF9: Individual Study

AF10: Preparation of Projects

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 20.67 % 31 hours
Discussions 27.33 % 41 hours
Exercises 20.67 % 31 hours
Group work 6.0 % 9 hours
Other individual studying 25.33 % 38 hours
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

Evaluation criteria

This course will involve the following evaluation methods: 
SE1: Attendance and Active Participation

SE2: Submission and/or Presentation of Group Projects 
SE3: Submission and/or Presentation of Individual Projects 
SE4: Evaluation of Group Exercises

SE5: Evaluation of Individual Exercises

SE6: Exams

These are to be weighted as follows:

Criteria Percentage Comments
Urban analysis
assignment

40 % Term-long urban analysis
assignment

Online Exercises 20 % Assessing students'
understanding of subject
matter through online
forums and exercises

4
27th August 2020



PROFESSOR BIO

OTHER INFORMATION

Online Seminars 20 % Assessing students'
capacity to organise
group feedback and
contribute to seminars

Class Participation 20 % Overall students'
contribution to the class

Professor: GREGORIO ASTENGO

E-mail: gastengo@faculty.ie.edu

Gregorio Astengo is an architect and architectural historian. He holds an MA from Politecnico di
Torino, a Postgraduate Certificate in Advanced Architectural Research from the Bartlett School of
Architecture, University College London, and PhD in Architectural History and Theory from the
Bartlett. He is currently a Post-Doctoral researcher at the Institute for the History and Theory of
Architecture at ETH Zurich. Gregorio has been lecturing and teaching architecture and urban
studies at UCL, Queen Mary (University of London), Syracuse University London, the New College
of the Humanities and ETH Zurich. Gregorio was also an architect at AS Architetti Associati in
Torino. He has published in many academic journals and magazines, including Oase, Architectural
Histories, The Nexus Network Journal and The Notes and Records of the Royal Society.

Office Hours: by appointment via email

Contact: gastengo@faculty.ie.edu

5
27th August 2020

mailto:gastengo@faculty.ie.edu



