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The Design Entrepreneurship sequence is intended to give students a series of immersive studio-
based experiences with leading professionals, in order to explore how the role of the architect can
be redefined, and architecture practice transformed from a reactive posture, to an active posture, in
which architects initiate proposals rather than waiting to be engaged by forces external to the
discipline. Additionally, by engaging professionals not affiliated with the University, these workshops
will provide students with exposure to other approaches to the design process, as well as to the
varied international realities of practice.

1.2 TOPIC DESCRIPTION

The importance of the Roman aqueduct in the development of Segovia and the way it impacts it
until today, transforms this monument into an odd urban pre-existance. Although it can be absorbed
in the daily life of the citizens, to the point that we hardly observe it daily, the fact is that it remains a
presence full of meaning, at the most different levels of humankind's achievements. Its existance
call us to topics so varied as water as a resource, territorial infratsructures, technique and ingenuity,
matter, landscape, efficiency, singular and collective, or time and its perspective.

In this workshop we will develop an aqueduct interpretation centre, in a place chosed and justified
by the students and calling for a unique architectural and urbanist atmosphere. The fact it is a
week-long workshop, with the aim of valuing the course but also the final result, will leads students
and teachers to an intense activity, where conversations and debates should take place between
moments of full investigation and production.

2.1 BASIC AND GENERAL OBJECTIVES
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METHODOLOGY

CB1: Students have demonstrated knowledge and an understanding of a given area of study,
building upon the foundation of secondary education, supported by advanced texts, and including
aspects that engage the latest advances in their area of study.

CB2: Students know how to apply their knowledge professionally to their work or vocation and
possess the competencies that are often demonstrated through elaboration and defense of
arguments and the resolution of problems within their area of study.

CB3: Students can gather and interpret relevant facts (usually within their area of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflection on relevant social, scientific, and ethical topics.

CB4: Students can transmit information, ideas, problems, and solutions to both specialized and
non-specialized audiences.

CB5: Students have developed the necessary learning skills to continue their studies with a high
degree of autonomy.

CG8: Knowledge of the role of entrepreneurship and management in the execution of projects in
architecture and design.

CG9: An understanding of the various employment possibilities available to the architect, and the
application of the disciplinary tools of architecture to various related disciplines.

2.2 SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES

CE38: Ability to conceive, execute, and develop urban projects (W).

CE55: Adequate knowledge of the relationship between cultural patterns and the social
responsibilities of the architect.

CE60: Knowledge of feasibility studies and the supervision and coordination of integrated projects.

2.3 TRANSVERSE COMPETENCIES OF THE UNIVERSITY

CT3: Manage unforeseen situations with the capacity to respond to changes within organizations.

CT4: Use disciplinary knowledge to analyze and evaluate current situations.

CT5: Integrate oneself into interdisciplinary and multicultural teams to achieve common goals in a
context of diversity.

CT6: Work actively at in an international context.

2.4 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES AND SKILLS

Ability to conceive, understand and develop urban projects.

This course has a workshop format, therefore the processes of analysing, thinking and producing
will happen simultaneously.

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 6.67 % 5 hours
Discussions 13.33 % 10 hours
Exercises 0.0 % 0 hours
Group work 53.33 % 40 hours
Other individual studying 26.67 % 20 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 75 hours
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

(Per Ministerial Decree EDU/2075/2010, 29 of July; and the official accreditation request for the 
Bachelor in Architectural Studies, July 2015; see BOCYL, 14 March 2018: p. 10477-10481)
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PROFESSOR BIO
 

This course will involve the following evaluation methods:

SE1: Attendance and Active Participation-
SE2: Submission and/or Presentation of Group Projects-
SE3: Submission and/or Presentation of Individual Projects-
SE4: Evaluation of Group Exercises-
SE5: Evaluation of Individual Exercises-

Criteria Percentage Comments
Class Participation 10 %
Final Porject Submission 50 %
Individual Contribution 10 %
Process and
Intermediatte
Deliverables

30 %

The minimum attendance allowed will be that established in the IE University regulations: those
students that do not attend at least 70% of all sessions will fail the course with a 0,0 and will
proceed directly to third enrollment. Students that have failed the subject in first enrollment pass to
the second enrollment, except those who do not meet the minimum attendance percentage. For
those attending the second extraordinary exam period, the exam will have two parts: a corrected
and expanded presentation of the project as developed in the first enrollment period, and a design
exercise to be administered in Segovia. The maximum grade a student may achieve in second
enrollment is 8.

6.1 GRADING STANDARDS

According to IE University policies, the students will be evaluated on a scale from 1 to 10. The
standards of each grades are described below:

1, 2, 3, 4: Not passing level of work -- significant areas needing improvement and/or

incomplete or insufficient deliverables to evaluate student properly.

-

5: Minimum acceptable passing level of work with several areas needing critical improvement,

and/or the further development of deliverables.

-

6: Fair level of work with some areas needing improvement.-
7: Consistent, solid work during the whole semester. The student producing what is expected

at that year level.

-

8: Advanced level of work for what can be expected at that year level.-
9: Exceptional level of work, highly advanced for the student’s year level. Starting at the grade

of 9, the student may (according to the necessary consensus among professors) receive

“Honors / Matricula de Honor/Honors” as a recognition of an exceptional work.

-

10: Beyond exceptional level of work, within the standards of a much higher year level.-

Professor: ROMINA MARTA CANNA

E-mail: rmcanna@faculty.ie.edu

ROMINA MARTA CANNA
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Romina Canna holds an International Ph.D. in Urbanism from the Barcelona Superior Technical
Architecture School (ETSAB) of the Polytechnic University of Catalunya (UPC) in Spain, and an
Architecture degree from the National University of Rosario (UNR) in Argentina. She received the
UPC Extraordinary Doctoral Prize for her dissertation "Expressway Ends: Construction and
evolution of urban highways in the United States - 1900-1967". Prior to joining IE University, she
has taught at the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) in Chicago at Graduate and Undergraduate
Levels and at the Universidad Nacional de Rosario in her native Argentina. Currently, she is also a
Guest Professor in the MAAPUD (Master's Degree in Advanced Architecture, Landscape, Urban
Planning, and Design) at the Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura in the Universidad
Politécnica de Valencia. She has also been invited as a guest professor, guest critic, and lecturer in
several universities in Europe and the United States.

As a scholar, her work has been published in several journals in Europe, North and South America.
Her research focuses on the relation between the disciplines of architecture and urbanism and the
institutions and stakeholders in charge of  city-making. She is currently working on a chapter for an
upcoming book about Infrastructure Design published by Routledge which focused on the history of
American urban highways.

Previous to devote herself to academia, she has worked in architectural offices in her native
Rosario, in Argentina, in Barcelona, in Spain, and in Chicago in the USA in private offices as well as
on her own. During her professional journey, she worked in a diverse range of scales, clients, and
places, from individual houses in Argentina, housing complexes and universities in Spain, Hyatt
Hotels in India, a tower in the USA, and a gated community in Saudi Arabia. 

She is currently directing the d-Lab, a design laboratory within IE University. The d-Lab explores the
relationship between academic production and public institutions for the collaboration on the
realization of projects aimed to revitalize the urban environment. The d-Lab is meant to be a
professional platform for the students to acquire experience in the diverse fields within the
discipline.

Professor: RICARDO BAK GORDON

E-mail: rbakg@faculty.ie.edu

RICARDO BAK GORDON
Ricardo Bak Gordon was born in Lisbon in 1967. He graduated in 1990 at Faculdade de
Arquitectura da Universidade Técnica de Lisboa. During his studies, he also attended Faculdade de
Arquitectura da Universidade do Porto and Politecnico di Milano.

He was teaching at the Integrated Master Degree (MSc) in Architecture at Instituto Superior
Técnico (IST), Lisbon between 2009 and 2019, and at the Escuela de Arquitectura da Universidad
de Navarra, Pamplona, Spain, between 2017 and 2019. He was also a Visiting Design Critic
between 2015 and 2017 at Harvard GSD, Cambridge, Massachusetts. He lectured (and/or attended
as visiting teacher) at several universities and institutions such as Universidad de Navarra,
Accademia di Architettura di Mendrisio, IUAV di Venezia and Escuela Técnica Superior de
Arquitectura de Barcelona.

His activity as an architect has been developed since 1990, and in the year 2002 he created the
studio Bak Gordon Arquitectos, where currently works.

He was the author of the Portugal Pavilion in ExpoZaragoza 2008, the Portugal Pavilion in São
Paulo Biennale 2007 and the exhibition project of Lisbon International Architecture Trienal 2007. He
has designed, in co-authorship, the new National Coach Museum in Lisbon.

He has a built work both in private and public domain, of which it stands out as processes in
schools, carried out in Portugal and Switzerland.

is work as an architect was present in several exhibitions in Portugal, Spain, Italy, United Kingdom,
Germany, Czech Republic, Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil, Macau, South Korea and Japan; and was
publish on prestigious editions of the specialty.
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OTHER INFORMATION

He was a nominee for the Mies van der Rohe prize in 2009 and 2011; winner of the FAD Prize
2011 (Barcelona, Spain), BIAU Prize 2012 (Cádiz, Spain), CICA Prize BA2015 (Buenos Aires,
Argentina) and APCA Prize (São Paulo, Brazil). He was one of Portugal’s representatives at the
Venice Biennale in 2010, 2012, 2018 and in the 2017 Chicago Architecture Biennial.

His work is part of the Art Institute of Chicago (AIC) architecture collection.

In 2019, he was awarded the prize by the International Association of Art Critics (AICA) for his work
as a whole.
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