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Course Description

As John Donne famously said “No Man is an island”. Humans are by nature a social animal.   We
are a species that has evolved to believe in specialization – some of us are responsible for
production, some for organization, some for distribution, and others for waging war.  We have
developed elaborate written and unwritten rules, rituals and practices for all our interactions – from
eating to reproduction.   The social sciences study how we interact with each other and with our
surroundings, from the physical to the imagined environment, from conflict to culture, from money to
mating, from language to law. 

This course introduces and gives a solid grounding in some of the main areas of social sciences: 
including economics, politics, law, cultural anthropology, criminology, history and sociology.  Within
these areas we will go into greater detail on subjects such as geopolitics, control of media and
communication channels, feminism, racism, political hegemony, ideologies, religion and rituals,
human rights, economic schools of thought,  the importance of a name, complex systems and the
role of the state among others.  

This is about understanding the physical and social world we live in, the forces they exert on us and
how we are influenced by them. By critically examining all aspects of the social sciences, we may
have to accept that we continue to be one leaf among many on the tree that is humanity, but
understanding our place in the whole, we stand a better chance of knowing whether to fall or not,
and how, when the wind blows.

Course Objectives

This course will specifically look at the following areas:
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METHODOLOGY

Economics: Understand the underlying principles of supply and demand at a micro and macro

level and the relationship between society and scarce resources (including people)

-

Politics: How people organize themselves.  Specific ideologies for doing so.  Who has the

power in a society and how is it exercised – and maintained.  Citizenship.

-

Sociology and Cultural Anthropology: A look at in and out groups and the rituals that define

society – in the following areas:  race and ethnicity, gender, religion, crime, social movements,

conflict, migration.

-

Law: The difference between ethics, law and justice.  Legal systems.  Contract law. 

International Law and basic human rights.

-

Criminology: The interrelationship between society, legal system, politics and even geography

in the subject of crime and criminals.

-

Expected Outcomes

By the end of the course the students should have acquired the following skills and areas of
knowledge:

A perception of the world through the lens of the social sciences.-
The vocabulary and terminology used in the social sciences.-
An overview of the main theorists in the areas of Economics, Sociology, Political Science and

Cultural Anthropology.

-

An idea of how the different social sciences fit together to describe the complex world we live

in.

-

An ability to work as part of a team that engages in a deep analysis of a human society and is

able to dissect it at different levels and from different angles.

-

Discover a passion for the social sciences as something that is not an academic subject but

the reality of the world that surrounds us and flows through us every minute of our lives.

-

Ensure that the students have a taste of the subjects that they will cover in greater detail at an

individual level over the rest of their degree – specifically in the area of economics and

sociology.

-

The methodology used is Social Science Fiction.  This refers to the fact that concepts and ideas of
Social Sciences will be examined first in the neutral and relatively sterile environment of a science
fiction world.  The class will be divided into teams that have to explore different parts of this world
and understand how it works – from a political, economic, legal, criminal, sociological point of
view.   By looking at the fictitious world of Ireti (designed to explore the Social Sciences) it is
possible to confront potentially controversial subjects in a neutral environment, take them apart
objectively and then with this methodology venture into the exploration of the real world, minus one
or two biases, shed in the initial analysis of Ireti. This means that issues related to politics, racism
and feminism can be discussed in a sterile environment akin to a laboratory setting.   By putting the
setting in the form of a novel, it makes the students realise that Social Sciences is something that
forms part of the stories of our lives and that involves real people and their narratives and is not just
a dusty academic subject that can be placed back up on a shelf when the course is finished.

The teaching method itself is a combination of the Socratic Method, 360º feedback and co-
creation.   While it is often said that ‘you get out what you put in’, this is most certainly the case in
this class.  The teacher will act as a facilitator and a guide, but the students will decide as a
collective through their actions what paths will be taken.   This way learning becomes more real,
more relevant, and more exciting.
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSION 1 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Liquid Learning at IE University is a transformational and interactive educational experience that
transcends single methodologies and platforms to blend physical, digital, and natural environments
so that students obtain a world-class education no matter their location, profession, or situation.

Students will learn alongside one other and work together in teams. Hybrid brings together the
human, digital, and natural worlds into a seamless whole and enables IE University to be – and
offer to students and faculty – a truly global campus.

Hybrid programs are flexible, and students can choose to study from the geographical location most
convenient for them.

A program section, for example, might have half of the students physically present in
Madrid/Segovia and the other half located in a dozen or more locations around the world.

To organize the student´s learning experience in a liquid environment, the course will be organized
in 6 Modules (6 ECTS, 30 sessions). Each Module will be structured in 5 Sessions or Subtopics.

In Synchronous Session all students are professor are “in live” and can interact.

All the modules will show the same behavior as the first one, which will allow students to memorize
and adapt in advance to each cycle. Once you understand the first Module with the first 5 Session
you will be able to understand the rest of the course.

Lectures, class discussions, asynchronous activities: -- 50 Hours-
Individual Research, Reading, Preparation: --------------- 50 Hours-
Group Project, Report, Preparation, Presentation: ------  50 hours-

The students will work throughout the course in the sessions on researching their particular group
projects under the supervision and guidance of the professor.  IThey will also have to answer
questions in the asynchronous sessions, reports on each module section tying Ireti and the real
world together, and participate actively in the live sessions. 

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 33.33 % 50 hours
Discussions 0.0 % 0 hours
Exercises 0.0 % 0 hours
Group work 33.33 % 50 hours
Other individual studying 33.33 % 50 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 150 hours

TOPIC:  Course Overview, Systems and Cultural Anthropology

a. Introduction of students and assignation of groups

b. Concepts and paradigms

c. What are the social sciences?

d. Language of the social sciences

e. Research and Reason.

f. Introducing Ireti -  a world of six paradigms.

Reading:
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Book Chapters: Pages 21-72 of coursebook (See bibliography) 

 

SESSION 2 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 3 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 4 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 6 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Pages 74-146 of coursebook for block 2, Sociology (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 7 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 8 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

TOPIC:  Key concepts related to Culture and overview of main theories.  

ASSIGNMENT: Using feedback fruits and video pills

TOPIC:  CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

a. Culture and its relationship to paradigms.

b. The personal experience of culture and brainstorming in class based on lessons learned in
asynchronous session.

c. Religion as culture – social science perspective.

d. Ethnography

e. Rituals, practices, values, artefacts and assumptions.

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

READING:  CONTINUATION OF PREVIOUS SESSION

TOPIC:   Develop a culture map related to rituals.

ACTIVITY:  Individual activity with group visualization using Miro

SOCIOLOGY

a. Introduction to conflict theory, symbolic interactionism and structural functionalism.

b. The sociological Imagination

IRETI

a. Review of Ireti, first block in the context of culture and ethnography.  

b. Dealing with the answers to the first set of questions from students.

ACTIVITIES:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

READING:

TOPICS:  Race, ethnicity, racism and prejudice,  In-groups and out-groups

ACTIVITY:  FEEDBACK FRUITS AND VIDEOS.

TOPIC: Race and group identity in Ireti and their own experiences.

ACTIVITY:  GROUP DISCUSSION AND DEBATE
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SESSION 9 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 10 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 11 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Pages 149-212 of coursebook

 

SESSION 12 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 13 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 14 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 15 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

READING:  NONE

ASSIGNMENT:  NONE

TOPIC:  Gender and identity, Conflict theory,  Intersection theory

ACTIVITY:  FEEDBACK FRUITS.

TOPIC:  Gender and identity in Ireti and their own experiences.

ACTIVITY:  GROUP DISCUSSION AND DEBATE.

READINGS´:  NONE

Block 3  Politics

a. Review of Ireti, second block in the context of sociology and minority groups  

b. Dealing with the answers to the first set of questions from students.

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

READING:

Feedback Fruits

a. What is politics and Political Science

b. Decisions and Power

Ideologies

Using Miro to explore the concepts of communism, liberalism, socialism, capitalism, feudalism and
anarchism.

READINGS:  AS PER FIRST SESSION IN THIS BLOCK

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

TOPICS:

a. Introduction to Hegemony, Power and Authority

b. Class system

c. Monopoly of force and the apparatus of the state

d. Networks vs hierarchies
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SESSION 16 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Pages 213-305 of coursebook (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 17 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 18 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 19 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 20 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 21 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

TOPICS:

a. Concept of the state

b. Democracies

c. Future of the state

READINGS:  AS PER FIRST SESSION IN THIS BLOCK

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

Block 4 Economics

a. Review of Ireti, third block in the context of politics  

b. Dealing with the answers to the first set of questions from students.

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

Reading:

Feedback fruits Video:

a. Introduction to economics.

b. Sectors of the Economy

c. Concepts of Supply and demand and scarce resource.

TOPIC

a. Macroeconomics, inflation, interest rates, money supply, social welfare, taxation.

b. Capitalism and Socialism

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND GROUP DISCUSSION

READING:  AS PER FIRST SESSION IN THIS BLOCK

TOPIC: Economic History 1: 

GROUP ACTIVITY:  Padlet overview and Google questions

TOPIC:

a. Microeconomics

b. IE as an economic system.

READINGS:  NONE

ACTIVITY:  DISCUSSION AND DEBATE

Block 5  Law and Criminology
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Book Chapters: Pages 309-389 of coursebook (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 22 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 23 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 24 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 25 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 26 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 27 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

a. Review of Ireti, fourth block in the context of economics  

b. Dealing with the answers to the first set of questions from students.

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DEBATE

Reading:

Feedback fruits video

a. Link between law and justice

b. Common and civil law systems

c. Introduction to legal terminology

d. Human Rights

TOPIC:

a. Sociology and Criminology

b. Measuring crime

c. Who commits crime?

d. Trends in crime.

READINGS:  AS PER FIRST SESSION IN THIS BLOCK

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION 

DISCUSSION ON FREEDOM IN LAW AND POLITICs AND HUMAN RIGHTS

TOPIC:

Extractive versus Inclusive institutions

Tradition, norms, checks and balances.

READINGS:  NONE

ACTIVITY:  LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

Block 6  Bringing it all together

a. Review of Ireti, fifth block in the context of law and criminology  

b. Dealing with the answers to the first set of questions from students.

TOPIC:

a. Understanding Complex adaptive systems

b. How the idea of CAS relates to a cross-discipline study of the social sciences.
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SESSION 28 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 29 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 30 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compulsory

 - BRENDAN ANGLIN. (2019). IRETI. REVISED EDITION. GREEN CAT

EDITORIAL. ISBN 9788494419454 (Printed)

   
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 

READING:  APPENDICES IN COURSE BOOK

ACTIVITY: LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

TOPIC:   

Synthesis.  Context and the Lucifer effect

Linguistics and labellin theory

ACTIVITY:  GROUP DISCUSSION

READING:  NONE

FORUM DISCUSSION AROUND GROUP PRESENTATIONS

ASSIGNMENT:  GROUP VIDEOS.

TOPIC:   Bringing it all together, course view, key points and review

READINGS:  NONE

ACTIVITY:  GROUP DISCUSSION

Evaluation

Participation: ------------------------------------- 10%

Individual Essay on Ireti:----------------------- 20%

Quizz questions on Ireti for each block: --- 20%

Group Video: ------------------------------------- 20%

Asynchronous Activities: ---------------------- 30%       

A. Participation

As this course is about actively participating in class, at a team level, in cross team discussions and
as a whole class, there will be an overall participation mark for each session for each individual
student.  If a student attends with a positive attitude and actively engages with their team.  
Opportunities for making up for sessions missed through a discussion forum will be provided so
missing a class need not be a reason to lose participation points.  Physical/Virtual presence in the
class is not enough to ensure a mark for participation for a particular session.

B. Individual Essay

Correct citation of sources (APA format), structure, flow and formatting as covered in writing skills
are expected.

All reports will be submitted through Turnitin in online campus. No hard copies are necessary.
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Essays will be marked according to Structure and style (25%), and Content (75%) which also

includes the appropriate and correct use of sources.   In each of these criteria, the following points
have to be observed:

1. Structure:

the general plan of the essay;-
the connection between ideas;-
the inclusion of an introduction and conclusion;-
the existence of paragraphs corresponding to ideas or concepts (Five elements of paragraph

to be included)

-

2. Style:

the absence of grammatical mistakes,-
the proper use of academic English corresponding to college level;-
the adequate use of sources and quotations. APA referencing.-
Double spaced, Times New Roman 12, with Title page and page headings and numbering. 

Pdf or Word but not Pages. 

-

3. Content:

the level of originality in the essay,-
the argumentative level of the essay;-
the relevance of the information contained in it, without being a mere summary;-
the adequacy of the content to the question proposed;-
the logical connections between presentation of ideas and final conclusions-
the relevance of such conclusions without being a mere tautology.-
In writing the essays, you should follow the guidelines learnt in the Writing Skills course-

C. Asynchronous Activities

While there are 12 asynchronous activities throughout the course, 10 will be graded (2% each). 
These activities include the following:  collective brainstorming, mindmapping and interaction on
Miro, recording of group discussions on specific questions in zoom (subsequently upload the
recording to zoom, timing, topics and structure of recording indicated in class), feedback fruits with
associated questions, discussion forum in campus (e.g. final video), “Goose chase” combining
Padlet, Miro and imagination.

D. Group Project and final video

Due before session 29

This involves the examination of a city or region from the point of view of all of the areas that have
been discussed so far on the course.   This will take the form of a 10-15 minute presentation in
video format. The students will have to use Trello to track their progress as a group.  If it is clear
someone has no participated they will not receive a grade for this mark  (it is a group project but the
grade can be individual)

Points will be given for:  Presentation (50%), Content (50%)

Presentation covers issues such as:
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PROFESSOR BIO
 

Good use of the visuals-
Working together as a team-
Flow of the presentation-
Structure of ideas-
Originality of the presentation-
Clever use of the video medium in presenting the ideas.-
Clear sound quality-

Content

Understanding of the concepts covered in the class.-
Insights brought to ideas discussed in class-
Proper analysis using research and investigation and using the mentality and methodology of

the social sciences.

-

E. Quizzes on readings

Due in the second session of the following Block  (i.e.  Session 7, 12, 17, 22, 27)

These quizzes are specifically related to the five main blocks of reading from Ireti.

The objective is to focus understanding which will also serve as a support for the reports that they
have to do and ensure progress through the book in parallel with the course rather than a last
minute rush at the end.

As per University Policy:

Each student has 4 chances to pass any given course distributed in two consecutive academic
years (regular period and July period).

It is mandatory to attend 100% of the classes. Students who do not comply with at least 70%
attendance will lose their 1st and 2nd chance and go directly to the 3rd one (they will need to enroll
again in this course the next academic year).

Grading for retakes will be subject to the following rules:

1. Those students who failed the subject in the first regular period will have to do a retake in July
(except those not complying with attendance rules who are banned from this possibility).

2. Dates and location of the July retakes will be posted in advance and will not be changed. Please
take this into consideration when planning your summer.

3. The maximum grade that a student may obtain in the 2nd exam session is 8 out of 10. Those
students in the 3rd call will be required to attend 50% of the classes. If due to schedule overlap, a
different option will be discussed with the professor in order to pass the subject.

Criteria Percentage Comments
Class Participation 10 %
Individual REPORTS 40 %
Group Presentation 20 %
ASYNCHRONOUS
ACTIVITY

20 %

Intermediate Tests 10 %

Professor: BRENDAN FINBARR ANGLIN
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OTHER INFORMATION

E-mail: banglin@faculty.ie.edu

BRENDAN ANGLIN
20+ years teaching experience at undegraduate, masters and executive level.   12,000+ students. 
 50+ teaching awards for excellence.  3 IE Executive, Academic Director Positions.  Coordinator IE
Writing Center and LPT program.  Coordinator ICEX-CECO Negotiations and Communications
Module.  Director of Fresh Ideas International Training. 

Teaches Innovation, Critical Management Thinking, Systems and Society, Comparative Economic
Systems, Fundamentals of Social Sciences, Negotiation Strategies, Intercultural Communication,
Presentation Skills, Art of War in Business, Writing Skills, and Leadership and Teambuilding.   Has
written a few books.  Currently finishing Phd. on Trust, Negotiations and Culture.  Worked in the
Consular Division of the Irish Embassy for many years.  Worked in International Finance after
Universty.  MA in European Integration (Thesis on optimum currency areas), Postgrad in Business
Administration.  BA in Economics and History. 

Learned his most valuable lessons about teaching working as a barman in summer jobs at college
in a variety of countries.  Favourite Series on television at the moment is either Justified or the
Mandalorian.  Favourite sport - sitting in front of television eating icecream and deciding that
tomorrow, yes, tomorrow, he will join a gym. Guiding principle when it comes to class management
and evaluation is fairness.  For those of you who have actually read this syllabus and got to this
point, well done, you are already 2 steps ahead of your classmates.  

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT AT BANGLIN@FACULTY.IE.EDU
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