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GOVERNMENT AND COMPARATIVE POLITICS
 

PREREQUISITES

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

OBJECTIVES AND SKILLS
Knowledge and understanding of a number of key contemporary debates and theories.

Ability to critically evaluate theories and concepts through original, independent and critical

thinking.

Practice in the use, interpretation, and presentation of quantitative measures and indicators of

concepts in comparative politics.

Ability to digest and use extensive reading.

Oral and written communication skills.

Library and information retrieval skills.

Practice of independent research.

METHODOLOGY

IE University
Professor: IGNACIO JURADO NEBREDA

E-mail: ijurado@faculty.ie.edu

Academic year: 21-22
Degree course: FIRST

Semester: 2º
Category: COMPULSORY

Number of credits: 6.0
Language: English

None.

This course allows participants to explore and scrutinize some of the key contemporary debates in
comparative political science – or comparative politics. Comparative politics involves describing,
comparing, and explaining political phenomena around the world. In today’s climate of increased
political volatility and heightened political risk, a course in comparative politics forms an essential
part of the education of any aspiring professional (both in the public and the private sectors) with an
international outlook and a keen interest in cross-border affairs. In that regard, this course will
dovetail nicely with other bachelor courses in international relations and (international) political
economy. It asks questions such as how do different countries’ political systems compare to one
another and why are they similar or different? Why are some countries democratic while others are
authoritarian? How do states become democratic? What effect does having a presidential form of
government rather than a parliamentary one have on public policy outputs? How do rules for
elections differ across countries and what effects do they have on politics? Why do some countries
have a multi-party political system while others have a two-party system?
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSIONS 1 - 2 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapters 2) (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: Comparative Politics (Chapters 2 and 3) (Oxford University Press) 

 

SESSION 3 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapters 2&4) (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: The coming of the Leviathan (The origins of political order: from prehuman times to

the French Revolution) 

 

SESSIONS 4 - 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapter 5) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Measuring high level democratic principles using the V-Dem data (2016. International

Political Science Review 37(5) (CED) 

Article: What Democracy is… and is Not (1991, vol. 2, issue 3, pp. 75-88) (The Journal of

Democracy) 

 

SESSIONS 6 - 7 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Article: Why we were surprised (again) by the Arab Spring (17.4 (2011): 452-456) (Swiss Political

This course will help you answer the questions posed above and will provide you with the tools to
tackle more complex questions in comparative politics. Rather than studying a handful of countries
in great detail, we will concentrate on taking a scientific approach to studying comparative politics.
We will emphasize important concepts, theories, and empirical questions and research findings.
You will have the opportunity to focus on politics in one specific country (see country assignments
below). However, the goal is not to make you experts on specific countries, but rather to give you
the tools to study countries comparatively and help you to understand why politics looks the way it
does around the world. We will accomplish this with a mix of lecturing, discussions, case studies
and group exercises.

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 40.0 % 60 hours
Discussions 30.0 % 45 hours
Exercises 20.0 % 30 hours
Group work 10.0 % 15 hours
Other individual studying 0.0 % 0 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 150 hours

INTRODUCTION & THE METHODS OF COMPARATIVE POLITICS

THE STATE

CONCEPTUALIZING AND MEASURING DEMOCRACY

TRANSITIONS TO DEMOCRACY AND THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF DEMOCRACY
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Science Review) (CED) 

 

SESSION 8 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapter 4) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Measuring high level democratic principles using the VDem data (2016, 37(5). International

Political Science Review) (CED) 

 

SESSIONS 9 - 10 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapter 6 & 7) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Does Oil Hinder Democracy? (Vol. 53, No. 3 (Apr., 2001), pp. 325-361) (World Politics)

(CED) 

Article: The Roots of democracy (2006. Policy Review) (CED) 

Book Chapters: The Making of Prosperity and Poverty (Why Nations Fail) (CED) 

 

SESSIONS 11 - 12 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of Comparative Politics (Chapter 10) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Elections under authoritarianism (2009. 12, 403-422. Annual review of political science)

(CED) 

Article: Pathways from Authoritarianism (2007. Vol.18(1), p.143-157. Journal of Democracy) (CED) 

 

SESSION 13 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 14 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSIONS 15 - 16 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (Chapter 12, pp. 457-464 and 499-511) (See

BIbliography) 

Article: Are Parliamentary Systems Better?" (2009. 42(3): 327-359. Comparative Political Studies)

(CED) 

Article: The Perils of Presidentialism (1990. 1 (1): 51-69) (Journal of Democracy) 

 

SESSION 17 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Article: The Perils of Presidentialism (1990. 1 (1): 51-69) (Journal of Democracy) 

USING MEASURES OF DEMOCRACY

DETERMINANTS OF DEMOCRACY

AUTHORITARIANISM: VARIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS

MIDTERM EXAM

Group Presentations

In a 72 hour period, students will watch the presentations of other groups and write responses to
them.

PRESIDENTIALISM AND PARLIAMENTARISM

PARLIAMENTARISM AND PRESIDENTIALISM IN PRACTICE
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SESSIONS 18 - 19 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (Chapter 13) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Democratic Electoral Systems around the world, 1946 – 2011 (2013. 32: 360-69) (Electoral

Studies) 

 

SESSION 20 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (Chapter 14) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Social Diversity Affects the Number of Parties Even Under First-Past the Post Rules (2018,

Vol. 51(7) 938– 974. Comparative Political Studies) (CED) 

 

SESSIONS 21 - 22 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (Chapter 12. pp. 457-464 and 499-511) (See

Bibliography) 

Article: Who gets what in coalition governments? Predictors of portfolio allocation in parliamentary

democracies (2011, 50(4): 441–78. European Journal of Political Research) (CED) 

Article: Models of government formation (1998, 1.1: 1-25. Annual Review of Political Science) (CED)

 

SESSIONS 23 - 24 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (Chapter 15) (See Bibliography) 

Article: Federalism and Democracy: Beyond the US Model (1999, 10(4): 19-34) (Journal of

Democracy) 

Article: Decentralization: Fueling the fire or dampening the flames of ethnic conflict and

secessionism? (2006, 60.3: 651-685. International Organization) (CED) 

 

SESSION 25 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Article: Can federalism stabilize Iraq? (2004, 27.2: 5-21) (Washington Quarterly) 

 

SESSIONS 26 - 27 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Principles of comparative politics (pp. 705-729) (See Bibliography) 

Article: The merit of meritocratization: politics, bureaucracy, and the institutional deterrents of

corruption (2011. Political Research Quarterly) (CED) 

Article: Oxford Handbook of Comparative Institutions (2008, pages 514-534, Judicial institutions)

(Oxford University Press) 

 

SESSION 28 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

ELECTORAL AND PARTY SYSTEMS IN PRACTICE

MAKING AND BREAKING GOVERNMENTS

FEDERALISM

FEDERALISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICT

CONSTITUTIONS AND NON-ELECTED INSTITUTIONS
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SESSIONS 29 - 30 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compulsory

 - Clark, W. R., Golder, M., & Golder, S. N. (CGG). (2017). Principles of

comparative politics. CQ Press. ISBN 9781506389790 (Printed)

   
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 

Depth and Quality of Contribution: The most important dimension of participation concerns

what it is that you are saying. A high quality comment reveals depth of insight, rigorous use of

case evidence, consistency of argument, and realism. This criterium will be particularly relevant

to assess the participation in asynchronous exercises.

Moving Your Peers’ Understanding Forward: Great ideas can be lost through poor

presentation. A high quality presentation of ideas must consider the relevance and timing of

GROUP PRESENTATIONS 

In a 72 hour period, students will watch the presentations of other groups and write responses to
them.

FINAL EXAM

Your final grade in the course will be based on both individual and group work of different
characteristics that will be weighted according to the table below. Details will be given in the first
session.

A. ASYNCHRONOUS ASSIGNMENTS
Because of the fluid learning strategy, we will have two asynchronous exercises. A key goal of this
course is to achieve the understanding of how concepts and theories of comparative politics apply
in and across countries. Consequently, in the asynchronous sessions throughout the semester you
will work on the application of them to specific cases. The exercises will be assessed as NO PASS,
PASS, EXCELLENT. Not all asynchronous exercises will count for this grade. The rest will count as
individual study work and will count for the participation.

B. GROUP WORK
You will be preparing a presentation on a case study. This will allow you to engage in more
independent, though guided research. These case studies will be elaborated in group work. They
will be allocated in session 3 and 14, depending on whether you will present in the first or second
round. More details in class.

C. MID-TERM
The mid-term exam will be held in session 13 and will cover all contents, the assigned reading and
class discussions of the course to the date.

D. FINAL EXAM
The final exam will be a take-home exercise with several questions. The exam will check your
understanding of basic concepts of the course. It will require that you apply those analytical tools
and concepts to specific questions. They might involve also the analysis of a “mini” case study or to
work on a short exercise. Hence, the purpose of the exam is to test your attainment of the course
objectives, your grasp of important concepts and relationships, and your ability to apply this
knowledge to different situations. The final exam will cover contents of the second part of the
course.

E. IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION
Three main criteria will be used in reaching judgment about your class participation:
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comments, and the flow and content of the ensuing class discussion. It demands comments

that are concise and clear, and that are conveyed with a spirit of involvement in the discussion

at hand.

Frequency: Frequency refers to the attainment of a threshold quantity of contributions that is

sufficient for making a reliable assessment of comment quality. The logic is simple: if

contributions are too few, one cannot reliably assess the quality of your remarks. However,

once threshold quantity has been achieved, simply increasing the number of times you talk

does not automatically improve your evaluation. Beyond the threshold, it is the quality of your

comments that must improve. In particular, one must be especially careful that in claiming more

than a fair share of “airtime”, quality is not sacrificed for quantity. Finally, your attempts at

participation should not be such that the instructor has to “go looking for you”. You should be

attempting to get into the debate on a regular basis. 

IMPORTANT RULE: Good participation does not presume you understand everything in

the readings – good questions make for good participation. So do not afraid of being

wrong when you participate in class. We are here to learn and any learning process in life

involves making mistakes.
Please, note that those asynchronous exercises that are not assessed will count for the
participation grade.

Criteria Percentage Comments
Class Participation 10 %
Asynchronous Exercises 25 %
Group Presentation 10 %
Midterm Exam 20 %
Final Exam 35 %

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Each student has four attempts over two consecutive academic years to pass this course. Students
whose final average grade is below 5 do not pass the class. As well students whose final exam
grade is below 5 will not pass the class (Unplugged and elective classes exempt from this rule). In
these cases, students will be required to take the extraordinary retake exam. The retake exam will
be scheduled in and the date/time is not subject to change. The exam should be comprehensive
(cover the entire course), and the passing grade is 5/10 with a max grade of 8/10.

Students must attend at least 70% of the sessions. Students who do not comply with the 70%
attendance rule will receive a 0.0 on their first and second attempts and go directly to the third one
(they will need to enroll in this course again the following academic year).

Students who are in the third or fourth attempt should contact the professor during the first two
weeks of the course.

ATTENDANCE
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providing faulty sources;

copy-pasting material from your own past assignments (self-plagiarism) without the instructor’s

permission;

copy-pasting material from external sources even while citing them;

using verbatim translations from sources in other languages without citing them;

copy-pasting material from external sources without citing them;

buying or commissioning essays from other parties;

and receiving excessive and/or unreported help from personal tutors.

 

PROFESSOR BIO
 

Attendance is mandatory at IE University, as it is an essential factor of IE´s learning methodology.
Each student may miss up to 30% of the sessions within a given course and still maintain the
possibility of passing that given course. This 30% “buffer” is to be used for any absences, such as:
illnesses, personal emergencies, commitments, official/governmental matters, business and/or
medical appointments, family situations, etc. Students should manage their various needs, and
situations that may arise, within that 30% buffer. If a student is absent to more than the allowed
30% of the sessions (regardless of the reason), s/he will obtain a 0.0 grade for that course in both
the ordinary and extraordinary calls of the current academic year, and s/he will have to retake the
course during the following academic year. Having established the rule, we strongly discourage to
use this buffer as granted, we highly recommend to attend 100% of the classes as it will improve
your learning outcomes, it will increase the class performance, and improve your participation
grade.

Extreme cases involving emergencies such as: extended hospitalizations, accidents, serious
illnesses and other contexts involving force majeure, are to be consulted with the Program
Management team for assessment of the situation and corresponding documentation, so that
Program Management can support and guide each student optimally.

PLAGIARISM / ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism is the dishonest act of presenting another person’s ideas, texts or words as your own.
This includes in order of seriousness of the offense:

IEU students must contact the professor if they don’t know whether the use of a document
constitutes plagiarism. The professor will advise the student on how to present said material. All
written assignments have to be submitted through Turnitin, which produces a similarity report and
detects cases of plagiarism. Professors are required to check each student's academic work in
order to guarantee its originality. Students using external tutorial support should report it to the
professor and the BIR Program from the moment they begin receiving this support.

If the originality of the academic work is not clear, the professor will contact the student in order to
clarify any doubts. In the event that the meeting with the student  fails to clarify the originality of the
academic work, the professor will inform the Director of the Bachelor Program about the case, who
will then decide whether to bring the case forward to the BIR Academic Review Panel. Very high
similarity scores will be automatically flagged and forwarded to the Academic Review Panel.
Plagiarism constitutes a very serious offense and may carry penalties ranging from getting a zero
for the assignment to expulsion from the university depending on the severity of the case and the
number of times the student has committed plagiarism in the past.

Professor: IGNACIO JURADO NEBREDA

E-mail: ijurado@faculty.ie.edu
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OTHER INFORMATION

Be on time: Students arriving more than 5 minutes late will be marked as “Absent”. Only

students that notify in advance in writing that they will be late for a specific session may be

granted an exception (at the discretion of the professor).

If applicable, bring your name card and strictly follow the seating chart. It helps faculty

members and fellow students learn your names.

If connecting remotely, leave video feed on at all times.

Do not leave the room during the lecture: Students are not allowed to leave the room during

lectures. If a student leaves the room during lectures, he/she will not be allowed to re-enter

and, therefore, will be marked as “Absent”. Only students that notify that they have a special

reason to leave the session early will be granted an exception (at the discretion of the

professor).

Do not engage in side conversation. As a sign of respect toward the person presenting the

lecture (the teacher as well as fellow students), side conversations are not allowed. If you

have a question, raise your hand and ask it. It you do not want to ask it during the lecture, feel

free to approach your teacher after class. If a student is disrupting the flow of the lecture,

he/she will be asked to leave the classroom and, consequently, will be marked as “Absent”. 

Use your laptop for course-related purposes only. The use of laptops during lectures must be

authorized by the professor. The use of Social Media or accessing any type of content not

related to the lecture is penalized. The student will be asked to leave the room and,

consequently, will be marked as “Absent”.

No cellular phones: IE University implements a “Phone-free Classroom” policy and, therefore,

the use of phones, tablets, etc. is forbidden inside the classroom. Failing to abide by this rule

entails expulsion from the room and will be counted as one absence.

Escalation Policy: the first time you are asked to leave the classroom it will be counted as an

absence. If it happens a second time, it will be counted as 3 absences, and an Academic

Review Panel will be consulted to discuss other possible sanctions, up to an including

possible failing of course and in extreme cases expulsion from program.

Ignacio Jurado is an adjunct Professor at IE University and Associate Professor at the Universidad
Carlos III. He holds a D.Phil. in Political Science from the University of Oxford (Nuffield College),
and he is a Doctor Member of the Juan March Institute, where he completed a two-year M.A in
Social Sciences. His dissertation, The Politics of Distribution, was awarded with the PSA
2012 Arthur McDougall Fund Prize for the best British dissertation on elections, electoral systems
or representation.

He has also worked at the University of York, the University of Manchester and has been visiting
fellow at the University of Princeton, the University of Mannheim and Carlos III University. His
research has been published in International Organization, British Journal of Political
Science, European Journal of Political Research, Public Choice, or Party Politics, among others.

Office hours by appointment at ijurado@faculty.ie.edu.

The professor will be available after each class to discuss any relevant matter.

CODE OF CONDUCT IN CLASS
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