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Public International Law is a legal system, which regulates relations between states and the
operations of a number of international organisations. Today Public International Law regulates a
wide range of issues, such as international security, the protection of human rights, international
humanitarian law or international criminal law.

International law is a comparatively recent phenomenon in the history of law. Thus, the first part of
the course begins with a discussion about why International Law exists, what it is and what is the
difference between International law and International Politics. A discussion about methodology and
about terminology will also be conducted at the beginning sessions.  The transition that led from
medieval natural law to modern international law, as well as the way of thinking about International
Law will be discussed. We will then examine the nature of international law and its differences from,
and relationship to, municipal law will be examined.  

After the methodology and the conceptual introduction, the course tackles the most important
international legal institutions.  The list includes matters as relevant to the contemporary law
practitioner as international treaties and sources of obligations, what defines a State and the
principle of sovereign immunity.  Special attention will be given to the emergence of international
organisations and the importance of the issue of settlements of disputes, the unilateral and
collective use of force, humanitarian law, human rights law and international criminal law. The study
of some of the major issues of recent conflicts will also be included, as well as a reference to the
growing importance of international economic and investment law.

The first part of this course will be therefore devoted to understanding what Public International law
is, what the differences to other branches of law are and its foundations. The sources of
International Law will be at the very core of this first part, explaining International law through
practical examples and debates. The second part of the course will be devoted to specific issues
and sections of public international law.  
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OBJECTIVES AND SKILLS

METHODOLOGY

The significance of Public International Law is growing. This is, for example, illustrated by the
increasing importance of international criminal law given that many offenders of international
criminal law are now being prosecuted for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Similarly, the
role of the International Court of Justice within the international legal system is growing since an
increasing number of applications have been made to it in recent years. The utilisation of
International Law has also been enhanced by the creation of numerous judicial organs at
international and regional level. The work of the European Court of Human Rights, a victim of its
own success, as well as the development of other regional systems of protection and their
interactions will also be studied.

Overall, Public International Law plays a vital role since it underlies many other fields of law, such
as European Union Law or even domestic Law. Thus, lawyers specialising in other fields of law also
need to be familiar with International Law in order to advise their clients effectively.  Public
International Law is also a key topic for those specialising in International relations, as it is the main
tool to assessing and understanding most problems of our globalised international society. 

To provide students with a basic understanding of the legal rules that govern relations among

states, traditional international organisations, and other international players

-

To understand how international rules are created, in particular International treaty law and

customary international law

-

To acquire a basic knowledge of key concepts and rules of international law, including

international rules governing the settlement of disputes and the use of force, international

humanitarian law, international human rights law and international trade law

-

To describe the role of different international actors and institutions in the enactment and

enforcement of international rules

-

To describe the prohibition on the use of force by referring to the UN Charter and customary

international law and to identify the exceptions to that prohibition

-

To discuss the hierarchy of human rights norms and to describe the monitoring system of

human rights protection at international and European level

-

To describe the main principles of international trade law and to understand their relevance for

conducting business

-

The methodology consists of a mixture of interactive lectures and case discussions. A part of each
class will be dedicated to the instructor’s presentations explaining the main concepts and theories
of international law. The rest of the class will be used to analyse and discuss some key cases that
illustrate the application of international law in practice.

Students are expected to read the assigned readings, which form the essential background to
follow the lectures and to prepare for the class discussions. Throughout the course, students will
also prepare group assignments in writing and they must be prepared to discuss or present them in
class. The students are also expected to actively participate in class discussions.

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 20.0 % 30 hours
Discussions 20.0 % 30 hours
Exercises 6.67 % 10 hours
Group work 20.0 % 30 hours
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSION 1 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 5-20 (s-c) (Book) (CED) 

 

SESSION 2 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: International Law (Oxford 2018) Part I ch 2, Martti Koskenniemi, "What is

international law for?" (Book) (CED) 

Technical note: The ‘Lotus/Bozkurt’ Case [1927] (P.C.I.J. (ser. A) No. 10 (Sept. 7)) 

Technical note: Permanent Court of International Justice 3 (7 September 1927) (excerpts from

Harris) (Book) 

 

SESSION 3 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 128-162 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Roper v. Simmons, March 2005 (US Supreme Court) 

 

SESSION 4 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Article: Article 38 - Statute ICJ (International Court of Justice) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 26-48 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other individual studying 33.33 % 50 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 150 hours

Introduction (I). – What is International Law? A conceptual and methodological approach

READINGS

Introduction (II). –International Society and International Law: on legal thinking

CASES

The ‘Lotus/Bozkurt’ Case [1927]

Permanent Court of International Justice 3 (7 September 1927) (excerpts from Harris)

Introduction (III). International Law and Municipal law.

an exercise to prepare will be distributed

READINGS

The sources of International Law (I) 

READINGS

The sources of International Law (II): custom

READINGS

 Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 26-48 (book)
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Book Chapters: Public International Law, 2015, pp. 26-48 (Book) (See Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Nicaragua Case (Military and Paramilitary activities) (Merits) [1986] ICJ (Cases and

Materials on International Law) (Book) (CED) 

 

SESSION 6 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 69-86 (book) (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Technical note: Vienna Convention on the Law of the Treaties (1969) (United Nations) 

 

SESSION 7 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Vienna Convention LT (United Nations) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 76-86 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Reservations to the Genocide Convention, ICJ (Cases and Materials on International

Law) (book) (CED) 

 

SESSION 8 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Vienna Convention on the Law of the Treaties (1969)

(United Nations) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 48-67 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Nuclear Tests case (ICJ. 1974) 

 

SESSION 9 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

CASE

Nicaragua Case (Military and Paramilitary activities) (Merits) [1986] ICJ (excerpt from Harris, Cases
and Materials on International Law, summary of the case and excerpt from judgment)

The sources of International Law (III): Treaties

a practical case will be prepared and discussed

READINGS

The sources of International Law (IV): Reservations to treaties

READINGS

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 86-102 (book)

CASES

Reservations to the Genocide Convention, ICJ (Harris, International Law. Cases and Materials,
excerpt and summary of the case)

The sources of International Law (V): Other Sources, in Particular General Principles and Unilateral
Acts

READINGS

Kaczorowska, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 48-67 (book)

CASES

ICJ, Nuclear Test cases, 1974, summary of the case
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Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 48-67 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Nuclear Tests case (ICJ. 1974) 

 

SESSION 10 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska, Public International Law, 2015 pp. 575-611 (Book) (See Bibliography)

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 165-181, 184-191, 208-

225 (book) (Book) (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 11 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 575-611 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Accordance with international law of the unilateral declaration of independence in

respect of Kosovo, advisory opinion, 2010 (ICJ) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp.356-377, 385-388, 394-

418 (Book) (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 12 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Practical Case: Fogarty v the United Kingdom, Grand Chamber, European Court of Human Rights,

21 November 2001 (Council of Europe) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp.356-377, 385-388, 394-

418 (Book) (See Bibliography) 

Practical Case: Jurisdictional Immunities of the State (Germany v. Italy: Greece Intervening) [2012]

(ICJ) 

 

SESSION 13 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Case scenario on the reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of
Discrimination v. Women

Subjects of International Law (I): The State- territory and Recognition

Subjects of International Law (II): The State- the right to self determination

 READINGS

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 575-611 (book)

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp.356-377, 385-388, 394-418 (book)

CASES

ICJ, Accordance with international law of the unilateral declaration of independence in respect of
Kosovo, advisory opinion, 2010

Subjects of International Law (III): The State- what is it and the issue of immunities

CASES

Other Subjects of International law (IV): International Organisations, individuals and multinational
corporations

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 194-204 (book)

CASES

Reparation for Injuries [1949] Advisory Opinion, ICJ group 
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Technical note: Hirsi Jamaa and Others v. Italy, (23 February 2012) (ECtHR, Grand Chamber) 

Practical Case: Reparation for Injuries [1949] Advisory Opinion (ICJ group) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 207-214 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 194-204 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 14 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 15 (LIVE ONLINE) 

 

SESSION 16 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts

(United Nations) 

Practical Case: United States diplomatic and consular staff in Tehran, Judgment 24 May 1980 (ICJ) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 456-473, 503-509 (Book)

(See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 17 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 616-627, pp. 629-636,

639-653, 662-671 (Book) (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 18 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Debate: (immigrants in the High Seas), ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Hirsi Jamaa and Others v. Italy,
(23 February 2012)

Review session

Mid-term exam

State Responsibility

READINGS

Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 456-473, 503-509 (book)

CASE

ICJ, case concerning United States diplomatic and consular staff in Tehran, Judgment 24 May 1980

Settlement of Disputes: Diplomatic Methods, Arbitration and Judicial Settlements

READINGS

Settlement of Disputes (II) Judicial Settlements

READINGS

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 616-627, pp. 629-636, 639-653, 662-671
(book)

CASES

Nicaragua Case (Jurisdiction), International Court of Justice, Summary of the Judgment of 26
November 1984
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Practical Case: Nicaragua Case (Jurisdiction), International Court of Justice, Summary of the

Judgment of 26 November 1984 (ICJ) 

Practical Case: The Wall Opinion, International Court of Justice, Summary of the Judgment of 9 July

2004 (ICJ) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 616-627, pp. 629-636,

639-653, 662-671 (Book) (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 19 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: International Law and the Use of Force (2004), Chapters 2 and 3 (Book) (CED) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN CHARTER (United Nations) 

 

SESSION 20 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Practical Case: Legality of Use of Force- Yugoslavia v. Belgium, Summary of the Judgment of 2

June 1999 (ICJ) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN CHARTER (United Nations) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 688-719, 739-743 (Book)

(See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 21 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UNGA on Crimea and referendum (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN resolution 687 Iraq (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN CHARTER (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN -1441-Iraq (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UNSC resolution 1368 Afghanistan (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UNSC resolution 1373 Afghanistan (United Nations) 

 

SESSION 22 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

The Wall Opinion, International Court of Justice, Summary of the Judgment of 9 July 2004

The United Nations - the system

READINGS

International Security: the use of force and intervention (I)

READINGS

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 688-719, 739-743 (book)

CASES

ICJ, Legality of Use of Force- Yugoslavia v. Belgium, Summary of the Judgment of 2 June 1999

Syria and today's conflict

International Security: the use of force and intervention (II)

 READINGS

Chapter VII UN Charter https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/

Concerning Iraq: UNSC Resolution 678; UNSC Resolution 687; UNSC Res. 1441

Concerning Afghanistan: UNSC Resolution 1368, UNSC Res. 1373

UNGA resolution on Crimea, 27 March 2014, GA/11493
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Other / Complementary Documentation: UNGA on Crimea and referendum (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN resolution 687 Iraq (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN CHARTER (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN -1441- Iraq (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UNSC resolution 1368 Afghanistan (United Nations) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UNSC resolution 1373 Afghanistan (United Nations) 

 

SESSION 23 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Practical Case: The Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons (Advisory Opinion) (ICJ, 74-

103 of the opinion of 8 July 1996) 

Technical note: Article 3 - Geneva Conventions (ICRC) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 762-778, 787-801 (Book)

(See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 24 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: UN Declaration on HR (United Nations) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 564-571 (book) (Book)

(See Bibliography) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Covenant on civil and political rights (OHCHR) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 519-534, 542-547 (Book)

(See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 25 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

CASES

A debate on Afghanistan’s and Iraq’s intervention will be conducted, as well as on Crimea

International Humanitarian Law

READINGS

Geneva Conventions, extracts

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 762-778, 787-801 (book)

CASES

The Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons (Advisory Opinion), ICJ, §§ 74-103 of the
opinion of 8 July 1996

International Protection of Human Rights (I) – The UN System for the Protection of Human Rights
Regional Protection of Human Rights

READINGS

UN Declaration on HR

Covenants on Civil and Political and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 519-534, 542-547 (book)

CASES

Forced dissappereances case

International Protection of Human Rights (II): The European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR)

READINGS
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Practical Case: Bankovic and others v. Belgium and 16 NATO States, ECHR Admissibility Decision

of 12 December 2001 (Council of Europe) 

Book Chapters: Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 564-571 (Book) (See

Bibliography) 

Technical note: European Convention on Human Rights (Council of Europe) 

 

SESSION 26 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Articles 1-21, 27 and 98 Rome Statute for the International

Criminal Court (ICC) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: Article 146, Geneva Convention IV Relative to the

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (ICRC) 

 

SESSION 27 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 28 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: Van den Bossche, Peter and Prévost, Denise, Essentials of WTO Law, 2016, pp.

13-47 (Book) (CED) 

Book Chapters: Trebilcock, Understanding Trade Law, 2011, pp. 1-16, 24-31 (book) (Book) (CED) 

 

SESSION 29 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 30 (LIVE ONLINE) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compulsory

 - Kaczorowska-Ireland, Alina. (2015). Public International Law. Fifth edition.

Routledge. ISBN 9780415722360 (Digital)

   

European Convention on Human Rights

Kaczorowska-Ireland, Public International Law, 2015, pp. 564-571 (book)

CASE

Bankovic and others v. Belgium and 16 NATO States, ECHR Admissibility Decision of 12
December 2001

International Criminal Law (I): – The Crimes

READINGS

International Criminal Law (II) – Prosecution of International Crimes. The Rome Statute

Practical case

A case scenario will be given

International Trade Law (I) – Main Principles of International Trade

READINGS

Review session

Exam
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Recommended

 - Malcom D Evans. (2018). International Law. 5th. Oxford University Press. ISBN

9780198791836 (Digital)

   
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 
Evaluation

The final grade for the course will be based on both individual and group work. The evaluation is
based on:

A. Class participation and individual work: 20%
B. Group work (cases or papers): 20%
C. Mid-term Exam: 30%
D. Final Exam: 30%

TOTAL: 100%

A. CLASS PARTICIPATION AND INVIVIDUAL WORK (20%)

Students are expected to attend and prepare in advance for all class meetings and to participate
actively in debates. The evaluation of class participation will depend on the depth and quality of the
contribution, its clarity and the frequency of contributions. The contributions should demonstrate
understanding and knowledge of the topic, capacity of independent analysis and reflection and
ability to see the relationship between theory and practice. The contributions should be well-argued
and expressed in clear manner that it is easy to follow. Students must refrain from merely repeating
what has already been said by other students. They must participate in class discussions
throughout the course. During the semester, there will be individual assignments as part of this
evaluation (10% of the mark, to be taken together with active participation in class (10%).

B. GROUP WRITTEN AND ORAL ASSIGNMENTS (20%)

Throughout the course, students will be requested to prepare two group assignments in writing. The
assignments will consist in the analysis of a case and to present it for discussion in class or the
elaboration of a brief group memorandum analysing the legal issues involved in topical international
affairs, which will be studied in class. Students are expected to engage in independent research
activity in preparing the memorandums and to present these issues to the class.

The brief must be delivered to the professor two days before the class. Students must upload an
electronic document on the Turnitin Assignment folder created for the memorandum on IE Campus
in advance of the course.

The evaluation of the written assignments will focus on whether the document provides an answer
to the questions asked or a clear and complete analysis of the legal issues raised and how well
students reason. The case analysis will then have to be presented orally and the evaluation will
take into consideration how well students understand the legal problem and argue their views. In
addition, the document must be written in a clear and well-structured manner and it must include
the relevant footnotes when referring to statements given, opinions expressed or facts provided by
other authors. Copy-pastes will not be accepted, but students must demonstrate that they are
capable of conducting an independent analysis and explaining facts using their own words.

 C. AND D. MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMS (60%)

The exams will consist of short essays questions and the resolution of cases or problem questions.

It is essential that students know and understand the key concepts and main rules and principles of
the topics studied in the course. Similarly, they should be familiar with how those rules and
principles are applied and enforced in practice.

The evaluation of the exam is based on similar factors as the evaluation of the written group
assignments. With regard to cases or practical problems, the students must analyse a factual
situation, apply the appropriate legal principles to the facts and reason their conclusion.
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The final grade for the exams will be made up of the average of the grade obtained in the exam
concerning the first part (sessions 1-15, 30%) and the second part (sessions 16-30, 30%) of this
course.

Criteria Percentage Comments
Class Participation and
individual work

20 % there will be assignments
and questionsin class

Group Presentation 20 % two group presentations
in total

Intermediate Tests 30 % Mid-term exam
Examen Final 30 %

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Each student has four attempts over two consecutive academic years to pass this course.

Dates and location of the final exam will be posted in advance and will not be changed.

Students must attend at least 70% of the sessions. Students who do not comply with the 70%
attendance rule will receive a 0.0 on their first and second attempts and go directly to the third one
(they will need to enroll in this course again the following academic year).

Students who are in the third or fourth attempt should contact the professor during the first two
weeks of the course.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is mandatory at IE University, as it is an essential factor of IE´s learning methodology.
While we do closely monitor attendance in each course, we also consider our students responsible
for their own agenda and commitments, as adult university students. With that in mind, each
student may miss up to 30% of the sessions within a given course and still maintain the possibility
of passing that given course. This 30% “buffer” is to be used for any absences, such as: illnesses,
personal emergencies, commitments, official/governmental matters, business and/or medical
appointments, family situations, etc. Students should manage their various needs, and situations
that may arise, within that 30% buffer. If a student is absent to more than the allowed 30% of the
sessions (regardless of the reason), s/he will obtain a 0.0 grade for that course in both the ordinary
and extraordinary calls of the current academic year, and s/he will have to retake the course during
the following academic year.

Having established the rule, we strongly discourage to use this buffer as granted, we highly
recommend to attend 100% of the classes as it will improve your learning outcomes, it will increase
the class performance and it might improve your participation grade.

Extreme cases involving emergencies such as: extended hospitalizations, accidents, serious
illnesses and other contexts involving force majeure, are to be consulted with the Program
Management team for assessment of the situation and corresponding documentation, so that
Program Management can support and guide each student optimally.

RETAKE POLICY

Any student whose weighted final grade is below 5 will be required to sit for the retake exam to
pass the course (except those not complying with the attendance rules, whom are banned from this
possibility).

Grading for retakes will be subject to the following rules:

The retakes will consist of a comprehensive exam. The grade will depend only on the

performance on this exam; continuous evaluation over the semester will not be taken into

account.

-

The exam will be designed bearing in mind that the passing grade is 5 and the maximum

grade that can be attained is 8 out of 10.

-

Dates and location of the retakes will be posted in advance and will not be changed. -
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PROFESSOR BIO
 

The third attempt to pass this course will require the student to complete:

Two individual written assignments (40%)-
a midterm (30%)-
a final exam (30%)-

This is also applicable to students who do not have required attendance, e.g. sickness.

PLAGIARISM / ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism is the dishonest act of presenting another person’s ideas, texts or words as your own.
This includes in order of seriousness of the offense:

providing faulty sources;-
copy-pasting material from your own past assignments (self-plagiarism) without the instructor’s

permission;

-

copy-pasting material from external sources even while citing them;-
using verbatim translations from sources in other languages without citing them;-
copy-pasting material from external sources without citing them;-
and buying or commissioning essays from other parties.-

IEU students must contact the professor if they don’t know whether the use of a document
constitutes plagiarism. The professor will advise the student on how to present said material. All
written assignments have to be submitted through Turn-it-in, which produces a similarity report and
detects cases of plagiarism. Professors are required to check each student's academic work in
order to guarantee its originality. If the originality of the academic work is not clear, the professor
will contact the student in order to clarify any doubts. Students using external tutorial support should
report it to the professor and the BIR Program from the moment they began receiving this support.
In the event that the meeting with the student fails to clarify the originality of the academic work, the
professor will inform the Director of the Bachelor Program about the case, who will then decide
whether to bring the case forward to the BIR Academic Review Panel. Very high similarity scores
will be automatically flagged and forwarded to the Academic Review Panel. Plagiarism constitutes a
very serious offense and may carry penalties ranging from getting a zero for the assignment to
expulsion from the university depending on the severity of the case and the number of times the
student has committed plagiarism in the past.

Professor: AMAYA UBEDA DE TORRES

E-mail: aubeda@faculty.ie.edu

Academic Background

Ph.D., Universities Robert Schuman of Strasbourg and Complutense of Madrid-
Diploma of Advanced Studies, European Studies, Instituto Ortega y Gasset-
Diploma of Advanced Studies, International Law, University Robert Schuman, Strasbourg-
Law Degree, University Complutense of Madrid -

Teaching and research experience

Lecturer and researcher since 2003 in different Universities and Centres, such as Free

University of Brussels, London School of Economics, University College of London, Centre for

Political and Constitutional Studies of Madrid, etc. She works as Lecturer at IE University since

2012.

-
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OTHER INFORMATION

Professional Experience

Since 2010, Senior Legal Officer, Council of Europe-
Main Publications

Among her most recent books, she has authored, with Professor Burgorgue-Larsen, The Inter-

American Court of Human Rights: case-law and commentary (Oxford University Press: 2011,

800p.). She has also published Democracia y derechos Humanos en Europa y en América

(Reus: 2007) and has edited (with E. Bribosia et al.) L’Europe des Cours (Bruylant: Brussels,

2010). She has also published over 50 articles and book chapters in topics such as the

dialogue of courts, Rule of Law, human rights, anti-discrimination policies and implementation

of judgments.

-

E-mail: Amaya.ubeda@coe.int 

Office Hours: The professor is available for meeting students following an appointment made in
advance by e-mail to the address indicated above. Office hours will then be established with the
students. The professor will be available for online meetings.

CODE OF CONDUCT IN CLASS

1. Be on time. Students arriving more than 5 minutes late will be marked as “Absent”. Only students
that notify in advance in writing that they will be late for a specific session may be granted an
exception (at the discretion of the professor).

2. If applicable, bring your name card and strictly follow the seating chart. It helps faculty members
and fellow students learn your names.

3. Do not leave the room during the lecture: Students are not allowed to leave the room during
lectures. If a student leaves the room during lectures, he/she will not be allowed to re-enter and,
therefore, will be marked as “Absent”. Only students that notify that they have a special reason to
leave the session early will be granted an exception (at the discretion of the professor). 

4. Do not engage in side conversation. As a sign of respect toward the person presenting the
lecture (the teacher as well as fellow students), side conversations are not allowed. If you have a
question, raise your hand and ask it. It you do not want to ask it during the lecture, feel free to
approach your teacher after class. If a student is disrupting the flow of the lecture, he/she will be
asked to leave the classroom and, consequently, will be marked as “Absent”.

5. Use your laptop for course-related purposes only. The use of laptops during lectures must be
authorized by the professor. The use of Social Media or accessing any type of content not related
to the lecture is penalized. The student will be asked to leave the room and, consequently, will be
marked as “Absent”.

6. No cellular phones: IE University implements a “Phone-free Classroom” policy and, therefore, the
use of phones, tablets, etc. is forbidden inside the classroom. Failing to abide by this rule entails
expulsion from the room and will be counted as one absence.

7. Escalation policy: 1/3/5. Items 4, 5, and 6 above entail expulsion from the classroom and the
consequent marking of the student as “Absent.” IE University implements an “escalation policy”:
The first time a student is asked to leave the room for disciplinary reasons (as per items 4, 5, and 6
above), the student will incur one absence, the second time it will count as three absences, and
from the third time onward, any expulsion from the classroom due to disciplinary issues will entail 5
absences.
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