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SOCIAL SEMINAR II
 

PREREQUISITES

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

OBJECTIVES AND SKILLS

An introduction to the field of sustainable development, its symptoms, its systemic and complex

nature, and its current debates.

An understanding of different interactions of Philosophy, Politics, Law and Economics (at

different levels and across socio-economic and cultural contexts).

An understanding of analytical frameworks developed in different academic disciplines.

Areas of further research and interest for students to focus on in their career, and topics for

further analysis during the PPLE program and beyond.

Analytical thinking

Critical thinking

Systems thinking

Argumentation, negotiation and participatory skills

METHODOLOGY

IE University
Professor: JAIME DE AGUINAGA GARCIA

E-mail: jdeaguinaga@faculty.ie.edu

Academic year: 21-22
Degree course: SECOND

Semester: 2º
Category: COMPULSORY

Number of credits: 3.0
Language: English

N/A

This course will analyze sustainable development to illustrate how philosophy, politics, law and
economics interact in complex systems. We will be looking at specific examples that showcase the
connections at different levels and across a variety of socio-economic and cultural contexts. The
students will learn concepts and theories that frame and introduce some of the global challenges
faced by humanity around sustainability, but their complete understanding will remain beyond the
overall scope of the course.

The course aims to provide:

The skills to be developed include:
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSION 1 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 2 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Video: TED talk: An economic reality check (TED) 

Book Chapters: Limits revisited: A review of the limits to growth debate (APPG on Limits to Growth,

April 2016) 

 

SESSION 3 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 4 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

The course will be taught using a combination of theory, real-world examples, discussions and
practical exercises to analyze the topics that will be addressed during the course. The students will
be expected to prepare for each class reading the materials for the corresponding session and to
participate actively in the discussions. The course will include a simulation that will illustrate some
complexities that emerge when a variety of stakeholders are involved. Students will do a group
presentation at the end of the course.

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 26.67 % 20 hours
Discussions 20.0 % 15 hours
Exercises 6.67 % 5 hours
Group work 26.67 % 20 hours
Other individual studying 20.0 % 15 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 75 hours

Introduction to the course and the topic

In this session we will (1) introduce each other, (2) run an overview on the course structure and
evaluation, (3) review a couple of frameworks to analyze the reality, and (4) introduce the topic.
Students should complete an online survey before this session, explaining its knowledge, interests,
and expectations regarding this course

Introduction to philosophical, political, legal, and economic dimensions of sustainability

In this session we will examine some aspects of sustainability that are relevant to each dimension
of the program, and we will explore some relationships between them, observing how they
influence each other and how the frontiers between disciplines are usually not clear.

In preparation for the session, students shall watch the TED talk and read the pages 3, 5, 10 and
12-16 of the report "Limits revisited: a review of the limits to growth debate".

Multiplayer game

In this session, students will play a game by groups in which they will use their analytical and
negotiation skills to achieve their objective.

Multiplayer game (analysis)
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SESSION 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Multimedia Documentation: The 17 goals (United Nations) 

Book Chapters: Global Sustainable Development Report 2019: The Future is Now – Science for

Achieving Sustainable Development (United Nations) 

Book Chapters: "A critical analysis of the Sustainable Development Goals" in "Handbook of

Sustainability Science and Research" (Book) (CED) 

 

SESSION 6 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Technical note: Rewiring the Economy: Ten tasks, ten years (University of Cambridge Institute for

Sustainability Leadership (CISL). (2015, July; updated 2017, November)) 

 

SESSION 7 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Practical Case: Uber and the Ethics of Sharing: Exploring the Societal Promises and Responsibilities

of the Sharing Economy (HBS IN1344-PDF-ENG) 

 

SESSION 8 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

In this session, students will analyze what happened in the game played during the previous
session and will infer lessons that may have deep implications for sustainable development. Some
philosophic, political, legal and economic aspects may be discussed.

Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda

In this session we will get familiar with the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) as a global effort to address the aspects that have been defined as the most pressing
challenges of human sustainable development by the international community. We will discuss the
differences with respect to the Millennium Development Goals, as well as some key challenges and
limitations. Finally, we will analyze the impact of the pandemic into SDG progress.

In preparation for the session, students shall familiarize thmeselves with the SDG, targets and
indicators by navigating this site: https://sdgs.un.org/goals

They shall also read the pages 29-34 of the "Global Sustainable Development Report 2019: The
Future is Now", as well as the chapter "A critical analysis of the Sustainable Development Goals"
(pages 341-352 of the "Handbook of Sustainability Science and Research".

Unleashing a sustainable economy

In this session, we will analyze the role of different actors to build the foundation of a more
sustainable economy and achieve the SDG.

In preparation for the session, students shall read the report "Rewiring the Economy: Ten tasks, ten
years".

The case of Uber and the management of complexity

In this session, we will discuss a case study that explores the changes wrought by the "sharing
economy" model, examining the innovations and controversies surrounding the online ride-hailing
service Uber. We will open a discussion about the role of corporate social responsibility and
sustainability in developing a new economy, societal and legal challenges associated to new
platforms and business models, and the possibilities to engage regulators. During the discussion,
we will also analyze some ethical, political, social, legal, environmental and economic implications.

In preparation for the session, students shall read and prepare the case "Uber and the Ethics of
Sharing: Exploring the Societal Promises and Responsibilities of the Sharing Economy".

Circular economy
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Video: Explaining the Circular Economy and How Society Can Re-Think Progress (YouTube) 

Video: A healthy economy should be designed to thrive, not grow (YouTube) 

 

SESSIONS 9 - 10 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Technical note: Unleashing the sustainable business: how purposeful organisations can break free

of business-as-usual (University of Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership, 2021) (CED) 

 

SESSION 11 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 12 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Video: Unilever's New Global Strategy: Competing through Sustainability (HBS 7571-AVO-ENG) 

Practical Case: Unilever's New Global Strategy: Competing through Sustainability (HBS 916414-

PDF-ENG) 

 

SESSION 13 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Video: Can YOU Fix Climate Change? (YouTube) 

Video: Who Is Responsible For Climate Change? – Who Needs To Fix It? (YouTube) 

 

In this session, we will analyze the concept of circular economy, its business models, the structural
changes that may require, and its philosophic, political, legal and economic implications.

In preparation for the session, students shall watch the video "Explaining the Circular Economy and
How Society Can Re-Think Progress", as well as the TED talk "A healthy economy should be
designed to thrive, not grow".

Unleashing sustainable businesses

In these two sessions, we will review a thorough conceptual base for understanding how
companies perceive value, how (and if) this relates to wellbeing, and how they seek to create and
deliver both. We will analyze the business-as-usual model, as well as an alternative purpose-driven
business model. Finally, we will open a conversation about the ethical, political, legal and economic
implications of business-as-usual and purpose-driven models.

Review of concepts, quick learning assessment and preparation of the group presentations

In this session, we will briefly review and connect the concepts discussed in previous sessions and
will clarify any potential doubts about the group presentations. Students will also take a quick
assessment of the contents of the course.

Business sustainability in practice: The example of Unilever

In this session, we will discuss the case of Unilever, examine sustainability as a legitimate and
viable corporate strategy. We will also explore the nature of corporate social responsibility,
including the power, challenges and feasibility of integrating it at the core of corporate strategy.
Moreover, we will review some key elements for effective transformation organizational change.

In preparation for the session, students shall read and prepare the case "Unilever's New Global
Strategy: Competing through Sustainability" and watch the associated video.

Climate change

In this session we will focus on the challenges brought by climate change and their
multidimensional implications. We will analyze some basic scientific questions and will open a
discussion about causes and responsibilities.

In preparation for the session, students shall watch the videos "Can YOU Fix Climate Change?"
and "Who Is Responsible For Climate Change? – Who Needs To Fix It?".
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SESSIONS 14 - 15 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 

Students failing the course in the ordinary call (during the semester) will have to re-sit

evaluation for the course in June/July (except those students who do not comply with the

attendance rule, and therefore will not have that opportunity, since they will fail both calls and

must directly re-enroll in the course during the next Academic Year).

It is not permitted to change the format nor the date of the extraordinary call exams or

deadlines under any circumstance. All extraordinary call evaluation dates will be announced in

advance and must be taken into consideration before planning the summer (e.g. internships,

trips, holidays, etc.)

The June/July re-sit will consist of a comprehensive evaluation of the course. Your final grade

for the course will depend on the performance in this exam or evaluation only. I.e., continuous

evaluation over the semester (e.g. participation, quizzes, projects and/or other grade

components over the semester) will not be taken into consideration on the extraordinary call.

Students will have to achieve the minimum passing grade of 5 and the maximum grade will be

capped at 8.0 (out of 10.0) – i.e., “notable” in the extraordinary call.

Group presentations

Each group shall record its presentation in a video and upload it in the platform. Students shall also
provide feedback to other groups' presentations. More detailed instructions will be provided.

Criteria Percentage Comments
Class Participation 5 %
Group Presentation 40 %
Mid-Term Assessment 40 %
Pre-class Questionnaries 15 % Students will be required

to complete a
questionnaire related to
the preparation materials
in advance to some
sessions.

RE-SIT / RE-TAKE POLICY

Each student has four (4) chances to pass any given course distributed over two (2) consecutive
academic years. Each academic year consists of two calls: one (1) ordinary call (during the
semester when the course is taking place); and one (1) extraordinary call (or “re-sit”) in June/July.

Students who do not comply with the 70% attendance requirement in each subject during the
semester will automatically fail both calls (ordinary and extraordinary) for that Academic Year and
have to re-take the course (i.e., re-enroll) during the next Academic Year.

Regarding to the "liquid learning" model, all students must still abide by the same IEU attendance
policy, including those students who are connecting remotely to class sessions and not physically in
the classroom because they are unable to be physically in Spain, on campus. During the sessions,
students connecting remotely are required to fully connect their camera and microphone at all
times, and must actively participate during the sessions (using all necessary audiovisual
equipment), just as their fellow peers who are physically present in the classroom on campus.

The Extraordinary Call Evaluation criteria will be subject to the following rules:
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Students failing more than 18 ECTS credits after the June/July re-sits will be asked to leave the

Program. Please, make sure to prepare yourself well for the exams in order to pass your failed

subjects.

In case you decide to skip the opportunity to re-sit for an exam or evaluation during the

June/July extraordinary call, you will need to enroll in that course again for the next Academic

Year as a re-taker, and pay the corresponding tuition fees. As you know, students have a total

of four (4) allowed calls to pass a given subject or course, in order to remain in the program.

 

PROFESSOR BIO
 

OTHER INFORMATION

Direct email: jaime.deaguinaga@ie.edu

My Assistant (Lourdes Zurdo): lourdes.zurdo@ie.edu

Re-takers: Students who failed the subject on a previous Academic Year and are now re-enrolled
as re-takers in a course will need to check the syllabus of the assigned professor, as well as
contact the professor individually, regarding the specific evaluation criteria for them as re-takers in
the course during that semester (ordinary call of that Academic Year). The maximum grade that
may be obtained as a retaker during the ordinary call (i.e., the 3rd call) is 10.0 (out of 10.0).

After exams and other assessments are graded by the professor (on either the ordinary or
extraordinary call), students will have a possibility to attend a review session (whether it be a final
exam, a final project, or the final overall grade in a given course). Please be available to attend the
session in order to clarify any concerns you might have regarding your grade. Your professor will
inform you about the time and place of the review session.

Professor: JAIME DE AGUINAGA GARCIA

E-mail: jdeaguinaga@faculty.ie.edu

JAIME DE AGUINAGA GARCIA
Vice Provost for Strategy and Development at IE University.

Around 20 years of experience in strategic analysis, management, and international development,
having lived and worked in all continents. Before assuming the VP position at IE, Jaime was the
Vice Dean for Management and Development at the IE School of Global and Public Affairs.

Accredited as Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
Jaime has led several country offices of UNDP. Previous experience with the World Bank, the
Spanish Agency for International Development (AECID), Harvard University, international NGOs
and companies.

Master in Public Administration and International Development (Harvard University) and
BEng+MEng in Civil Engineering (Universidad Politécnica de Madrid). Graduated with the highest
honours and prizes in both cases. Also honoured with a medal from NATO and a national prize
for solidarity & social commitment.

Office hours: By appointment (please also copy my Assistant, Lourdes, in your request)

Email:
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