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This subject is based on a program designed to provide law students with the necessary tools to
fully understand the mechanisms of the legal system. The “Introduction to Private Law” course will
provide students with an essential understanding of private law and an overview of what it entails,
focusing primarily on civil law systems but also understanding common law and mixed jurisdictions.
 Students will be exposed to comparative private law theory and practice and cover a number of
introductory topics with broad application within the legal system. These include positive laws that
are applied every day, such as the rights of the individual, personality rights and the notion of legal
personality, natural and legal persons, legal capacity to act, and also subjective laws such as the
statute of limitations. This course is also designed to provide an introduction to family law, the law
of obligations, contracts, torts, and property law.

Furthermore, the course situates the various fields of private law within a broader context of laws
that support sustainable policies at a local, national, and supranational levels. Thus, it surveys the
developments and contemporary debates around ongoing transformations in all fields of private
law. Private law transforms in parallel to evolving societal needs and changes such as those
brought about by technological innovation.  

The main objective of the course is that students become familiar with the principles and basic rules
of private law and the various fields of private law. Students will also be exposed to a number of
jurisdictions, learn how to assess them comparatively, and furthermore learn methods of
interpreting and applying private law rules particularly in civil law contexts.

In more detail, in this course students will:  
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METHODOLOGY

learn the basics of private law;
understand the main differences between civil and common law systems in private law;
study comparatively various civil codes from around the world and compare with the basic
approaches of common law;
study, analyze and discuss cases in all basic areas of the discipline of private law, namely law of
obligations, contracts, torts, property, family law, succession;
understand and think critically about the transformations that private law undergoes in view of
technological innovation; 
understand and think critically about the transforming needs of private law systems, including the
needs to promote efficient and sustainable solutions to legal issues and conflicts between private
individuals;
analyze the societal impact of private law rules with particular focus on how private law frameworks
can support (or inhibit) sustainable development goals (SDGs) as listed in the UN General
Assembly Resolution setting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular the
achievement of gender equality (goal 5), the promotion of sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all (goal 8), the building of
resilient infrastructure, promotion of inclusive and sustainable industrialization and fostering of
innovation (goal 9), the ensuring of sustainable consumption and production patterns (goal 12), and
the taking urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (goal 13);  
read and place private law rules in broader historical and societal contexts;
discuss and predict future directions of private laws across the globe.
Students will also develop professional skills as listed below:

the ability to distinguish relevant facts in private law fact-patterns
the ability to interpret and apply private law rules to facts
the ability to use interpretative methods and develop analytical skills to discern factual and legal
patterns in private law;
the ability to argue with competence in the foundations of private law;
basic negotiation skills.
Additional skills to be cultivated within this course:

the ability to participate in discussion and debate;
the ability to make effective presentations;
the ability to work independently and in groups.

The principal methodology that this course adopts is Socratic: a dialectic between and among the
students, led by the professor. Students are expected to have read the material in advance of each
session following the instructions of the syllabus (found under Part 4-Program) and be ready to
discuss, analyze and make critical comments. Students will also be asked to participate orally in
class and in writing on the course discussion forum presenting and discussing highlights of the
readings and at times leading the discussion on the basis of readings assigned (student-led
discussions on the basis of assigned readings will be arranged in a rotating manner). Class
participation includes the weekly discussion of readings, one short group presentation on a chosen
civil law, common law, or mixed jurisdiction, as well as participation in the two graded class debates
structured in the form of mock proceedings and trials. For the class debates, the students will be
asked to work on specific case-studies. Finally, students will study mandatory legal material that
include primary sources (legislation, including select excerpts of civil codes, and case-law) and
secondary sources (scholarly articles and select parts of the mandatory course book). They will
also be exposed to additional optional material that include both legal resources and resources
from different disciplines.
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSION 1 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: -  Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 1 “Law and Society”: Read before

Session 1. (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 2 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 4 “Civil law and common law

jurisdictions”: Read for Session 2 (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: - Tetley, Mixed jurisdictions: Common Law v. Civil Law (codified and uncodified)

Louisiana Law Review (1999): Read for Session 2 (ce) 

The course is taught in a hybrid format combining face to face sessions, online live sessions, and
non-class learning which includes independent study complementary to the regular reading
assignments and group work. Active participation in all formats of this class (weekly discussion of
assigned readings in-class and in the discussion forum, short presentations of readings as
assigned in rotation, group case-studies as assigned, and participation in the debates) are a
precondition for the success of the course. The two exams (midterm and final) will cover theoretical
and practical issues.

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 0.0 % 0 hours
Discussions 0.0 % 0 hours
Exercises 0.0 % 0 hours
Group work 0.0 % 0 hours
Other individual studying 0.0 % 0 hours
TOTAL 0.0 % 150 hours

INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY (I.)

Topics covered:

Introductions and overview of the syllabus.

Private/Public law division.

The comparative law methodology.

Civil law/Common law division. Mixed jurisdictions.

Readings:

INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY (II.)

Topics covered:

Civil law/Common law division. Mixed jurisdictions.

Civil law: historical roots and current concept.

National codifications of private law.

The Civil Code.

Convergence of the civil and common law systems.

Readings:
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SESSION 3 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 5 “Law and Justice”: Read before

Session 3. (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: - Holmes, The Path of the Law, Harvard Law Review (1897): Read before Session

3. (ce) 

 

SESSION 4 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: - Smits, Advanced Introduction to Private Law (2016), pp. 4-10: Read before

Session 4. (ce) 

 

SESSION 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Forum:  

After reading the above, watch the recording for this session posted online. Then participate in the
course discussion forum following the instructions presented in-class during Session 1. Forum
question: In two short paragraphs (max. 300 words) present to the class 1. the private law system
of one jurisdiction (e.g. your country of origin or residence or other country of your choice),
explaining whether it is a civil law, common law or mixed jurisdiction and its most prevalent
historical influences to and from other jurisdictions (e.g. the French civil code has influenced a
number of civil codes and civil law systems around the globe) and 2. Two facts drawn from the
above readings that you found surprising/noteworthy.

Law and Justice

Topics covered:

Natural law and positive law.

Law v. Morality.

The notion of justice.

Readings

AIMS OF PRIVATE LAW. ACTORS INVOLVED  

Topics covered:

Aims of private law.

Private law as an instrument to achieve other goals.

A normative system guiding human behavior in the private sphere.

Actors in the making of private law.

The rule of law.

Other aims? Private law in context.

Readings:

- Additional Documentation[AP1] : Read before Session 4.

THE RULE OF LAW & SOURCES OF PRIVATE LAW (I.)  

Topics covered:

Sources of private law: legislation, custom and general principles of law.

Hierarchy of laws.

Mandatory and default rules. Burden of proof.

“Gaps in the law”.

Principles of private law.
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Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 6 “Rules, Principles, Legal Systems”:

Read for Session 5 and before Session 6. (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 8 “Private Law and Its Sources”: Read

for Session 5 and before Session 6. (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 6 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 7 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 8 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Deontological reasoning (lex ferenda v. lex lata)

Readings:

Forum: 

Having read the above reading assignments, watch the recording for this session posted online.
Then participate in the course discussion forum following the instructions posted on the course
discussion forum. In one short paragraph (max. 200 words) share your reflections upon the
following statement: “the legal system is deemed complete.”

THE RULE OF LAW & SOURCES OF PRIVATE LAW (II.) 

Topics covered:

Sources of private law: legislation, custom and general principles of law.

Hierarchy of laws.

Mandatory and default rules. Burden of proof.

Generality and abstractness of the law.

“Gaps in the law”: in-class discussion of forum answers (see session 5)

Principles of private law.

Readings:

- See session 5

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF THE LAW  

Topics covered:

How do we deal with ‘gaps’ and ambiguities in private law?

Methods of interpretation.

Entry into force and retroactivity.

Brief overview of the fields of private law.

Readings:

- Civil Code (English translation will be provided): French, Spanish, Dutch, German (tentative list):
Per group: read the parts of the civil codes following the instructions for Sessions 8-9. In class
instructions will be provided by session 7.

- Additional documentation[AP1] : Read before Session 7.

Preparation for case-study and debate #1 (Sessions 8-10):

The class will be divided to groups that will each focus on a specific civil code and specified parts of
the code. During sessions 8 and 9 the members of each group will work independently and together
to answer to a set of questions prepared for each of group. We will reconvene during Session 10 for
our first debate that requires each group to know and use the civil code they are assigned to.   

[AP1]Rules of Interpretation reading
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SESSION 9 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 10 (LIVE ONLINE) 

 

SESSION 11 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 11 “Rights and Duties”: Read before

Session 11. (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 12 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Multimedia Documentation: - Spanish Civil Code, articles 199 -324

Multimedia Documentation: Read about  the Spanish civil registry

Multimedia Documentation: German Civil Code, Sections 1-14 & Sections 104-113

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Proform Sports Management Ltd v Proactive Sports

Management Ltd & Stretford (2006): Read before Session 12.

Book Chapters: - Smits, Legal capacity of the parties, in Contract Law – A comparative introduction,

CASE STUDY #1: “USE YOUR CIVIL CODE”

Independent study for case study. Material and case(s) announced and distributed to groups in
Session 7. 

CASE STUDY #1: “USE YOUR CIVIL CODE”

Group work for case study. Work with your group to prepare and submit group assignment online
following the instructions presented in-class during Session 7 (online forum submissions).

DEBATE #1: “USE YOUR CIVIL CODE”

Debate: group participation in the class debate (mock proceedings) which includes the discussion
of the case study assigned for Sessions 8 and 9 and new material that will be presented to each
group in class. 

LEGAL RIGHTS

Topics covered:

The concept of a legal right.

General classification of individual rights.

Rights in personam and rights in rem.

Abuse of rights.

Breach of formal law.

Limitation of rights.

Fundamental rights.

Readings:

PRIVATE LAW SUBJECTS: NATURAL PERSON  

Topics covered:

Legal personality.

Personality rights. Right to dignity.

Legal capacity. Limited capacity to act.

Citizenship.

Readings:
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pp. 91- 100: Read before Session 12.

Book Chapters: - Harris, An Introduction to Law, 8th ed.,“Legal Personality” p. 111-117: Read before

Session 12. (See Bibliography) (ce) 

Article: - Kerber, The meanings of citizenship, The Journal of American History 84.3 (1997): 833-

854. (ce) (Optional) 

 

SESSION 13 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Multimedia Documentation: - German Civil Code, Sections 90-103

Other / Complementary Documentation: - The monkey selfie case: Naruto, et al. v. Slater, et al., no.

15-CV-04324 (N.D. Cal. 28 January 2016): Read before Session 13.

Multimedia Documentation: - Te Awa Tupua (Whanganui River Claims Settlement) Bill (New

Zealand legislation) Read before Session 13.

Article: - Sartor, Cognitive automata and the law: electronic contracting and the intentionality of

software agents, Artificial intelligence and law 17.4 (2009): 253 (ce) (Optional) 

Article: - Daly, The Ecuadorian exemplar: the first ever vindications of constitutional rights of nature,

Review of European, Comparative & International Environmental Law, Vol. 21, Issue 1 (2012) (ce)

(Optional) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Naruto, et al. v. Slater, et al., no. 16-15469 (9th Cir. April

23, 2018)(Optional) 

Multimedia Documentation: - Bonus: take a look at the oral arguments before the 9th Circuit

(appellate case), July 12, 2017(Optional) 

 

SESSION 14 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Article: - Goldberg, Introduction: Pragmatism and Private Law, Harvard Law Review (2012) (ce)

(Optional) 

 

SESSION 15 (LIVE ONLINE) 

 

SESSION 16 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

SUBJECTS AND OBJECTS IN PRIVATE LAW

Topics covered:

“Wildlife personalities” – Animals and nature in private law

Automata (AI agents/robots) and as ‘subjects’ of the law

Is private law relevant in regulating AI and the cosmos of the Internet of Things? How?

Readings:

MIDTERM REVISION

Independent study: review of Sessions 1-13 (Readings, in-class and online discussions).
Preparation for the midterm following prior instructions provided in class.  

Optional reading:

MIDTERM EXAM: online oral examination   

LEGAL PERSONS (I.)  

Topics covered:

Legal persons.
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Technical note: - Smith, Legal personality, The Yale Law Journal 37.3 (1928): 283-299: Read for

Session 16. (ce) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Salomon v A Salomon & Co Ltd [1896] UKHL 1: Read for

Session 16.

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Gilford Motor Co Ltd v. Horne [1933] Ch 935: Read for

Session 16.

 

SESSION 17 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 18 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Multimedia Documentation: - German Civil Code, Sections 21-88: Read before Session 18.

Multimedia Documentation: - Spanish Civil Code, Articles 1665- 1708: Read before Session 18.

Multimedia Documentation: Setting up a European Company, browse the following guides from the

EU, focusing on the various country profile under “Rules for European Companies in each country” -

Browse before Session 18.

Multimedia Documentation: - 2020 Guide to Business in Spain.  Browse before Session 18.

Working Paper: - The Essential Elements of Corporate Law Working Paper N°.134/2009 November

2009 John Armour Henry Hansmann Reinier Kraakman [excerpts]: Browse before Session 18, Read

before Session 20. (ce) 

 

SESSION 19 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Readings:

Forum: 

Having read the above reading assignments, watch the recording for this session posted online.
Then participate in the course discussion forum following the instructions posted on the course
discussion forum. In two/three short paragraphs (max. 450 words) write a summary of the Salomon
case or the Gilford case (facts, legal questions, and outcome).

LEGAL PERSONS (II.)

Topics covered:

Legal personhood. Discussion of Session 16 readings.

Non-commercial legal entities: associations and foundations

Commercial legal entities

Readings:

See Session 16

LEGAL PERSONS (III.)  

Topics covered:

Non-commercial legal entities: associations and foundations.

Commercial legal entities: Limited Partnership. Limited Liability Partnership. Public Limited
Company.

Incorporation.

Corporate bodies.   

Readings:

CASE STUDY #2: SET UP YOUR COMPANY
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Multimedia Documentation: 2020 Guide to Business in Spain Read excerpts for Session 18 following

the instructions provided during Session 18 (The class will be divided in groups and assigned

separate readings (parts of the Guide will be assigned to separate groups together with additional

readings [AP1] per group)) 

Multimedia Documentation: Setting up a European Company (SE) – Spain

 

SESSION 20 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 21 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Multimedia Documentation: - German Civil Code, Sections 164-181: Browse/Read before Session

21.

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Smed, Intelligent software agents and agency law, Santa

Clara Computer & High Tech. Law Journal 14 (1998): 503. (ce) 

Article: - Naniwadekar, The Law of Agency as applied in Company Transactions, European

Company and Financial Law Review 5.3 (2008): 280-304. (ce) (Optional) 

 

SESSION 22 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: MacCormick , Institutions of Law: An Essay in Legal Theory, Chapter 7 “Legal

Positions and Relations: Rights and Obligations”: Read before session 22. (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 23 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Each group will be assigned the role of a legal consultant to private individuals that want to set up
companies

Readings:

CASE STUDY #2: SET UP YOUR COMPANY

Group participation in the class mock proceedings which includes the discussion of the case study
material assigned for Session 19. The case study also requires a quick revision of all readings read
and discussed from Session 16 onwards.

Each group will be playing the role of the legal consultant to private individuals that want to set up
companies

REPRESENTATION/AGENCY

Topics covered:

Representation in everyday legal transactions.

Agency and company law.

New technologies as agents?  

Readings:

THEORY OF OBLIGATIONS

Topics covered:

Rights. Obligations. Privileges.  

Breach of Duty

Readings:

SOCIETAL IMPACT OF PRIVATE LAW. LAW AND ECONOMICS AND OTHER METHODS.

Topics covered:
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Multimedia Documentation: UN SDGs

Multimedia Documentation: - European Commission Report, European network of legal experts in

gender equality and non-discrimination, Gender equality law in Europe, Read pages 92-93.

Article: - Faure, Economic Analysis of Environmental Law: An Introduction, Economie Publique.

Etude et Recherches. Analyse Economique du Droit, vol. 1, 2001, 127-147 (ce) 

Article: - Tsaoussi, Aspasia, The Economics of Family Law (April 2007)(Optional) 

 

SESSION 24 (LIVE ONLINE) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 9 “Legal Concepts and Legal Studies”:

Read for Session 24 (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 10 “Juridical Facts and Juridical Acts”

Read for Session 24 (See Bibliography) 

Book Chapters: - Sirena, Introduction to Private Law, Chapter 11 “Rights and Duties”: Revise (was

read for Session 11): Re-read for Session 24 (See Bibliography) 

 

SESSION 25 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Book Chapters: - Smits, Contract Law: A comparative introduction, excerpts from the introductory

chapter: “Why contract law”; “Contract law as part of private law”; “Main principles of contract law”:

Read before Session 25

Book Chapters: - Harris, An Introduction to Law, 8th ed., “Consumer protection legislation: some

examples” p. 413-425 (See Bibliography) (ce) 

 

SESSION 26 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Societal impact of private law.

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and private law.

Private laws relevant to advance: gender equality (goal 5); sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all (goal 8); the building of
resilient infrastructure, promotion of inclusive and sustainable industrialization and fostering of
innovation (goal 9); sustainable consumption and production patterns (goal 12); urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts (goal 13).

Gender discrimination in private laws and reforms (focus on family law & succession).

Law and Economics.

Readings:

LEGAL STUDIES. LAW AND ECONOMICS. JURIDICAL FACTS AND ACTS.

Readings:

Forum:

- Write 3 paragraphs (max. 500 words) reflecting upon the societal impact of private law using at
least two examples from the readings of both Sessions 23 and 24.

BASIC INTRODUCTION TO CONTRACT LAW

Topics covered:

What is a contract?

Requirements.

Pacta sunt servanda.

Readings:
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Book Chapters: - Harris, An Introduction to Law, 8th ed., “Liability in Tort” pp. 290- 304 (See

Bibliography) 

Video: Guido Calabresi: The Place of Torts in Law and Economics: The Significance of the Liability

Rule, before session 26 (Youtube) 

Article: - Calabresi & Melamed. "Property Rules, Liability Rules, and Inalienability: One View of the

Cathedral, Harvard Law Review (1972) (ce) (Optional) 

 

SESSION 27 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Higgins Oil & Fuel Company v. Guaranty Oil Company

(1919): Read before Session 27

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Bonde v. Bishop, 112 Cal. App. 2d 1 (1952): Read before

Session 27

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Booska v. Patel 24 Cal.App.4th (1994): Read before

Session 27

 

SESSION 28 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Other / Complementary Documentation: - United States v. Causby 328 U.S. 256 (1946): Read

before Session 28.

Other / Complementary Documentation: - Millar v Taylor (1769): Read before Session 28.

Book Chapters: - Pistor, The code of capital: How the law creates wealth and inequality. Princeton

University Press (2020), Chapter 2 “Coding Land”(Optional) 

Article: - Lavoie, Property as Local Knowledge, Catholic University Law Review, (2021)

(forthcoming)(Optional) 

BASIC INTRODUCTION TO TORT LAW

Topics covered:

Distinguishing tort law from contract law.

Harm/Damage in Tort law.

Duty of Care.

Liability Rules.

Discussion of Calabresi

Readings:

Case Study #3: BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Absolute rights and their limits.

Laws for neighbors.

Efficient and/or sustainable private laws.

Readings:

BASIC INTRODUCTION TO PROPERTY LAW

Topics: 

Content of property rights.

Bundle of rights.

Boundaries of property rights.

Tangible and intangible property.

Readings:
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SESSION 29 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 30 (LIVE ONLINE) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compulsory

 - Prieto Sirena. (2020). Introduction to private law. 3rd edition. Il Mulino. ISBN

9788815290182 (Printed)

   

Recommended

 - NEIL MACCORMICK. (2008). Institutions of Law legal theory. OXFORD. ISBN

9780199535439 (Printed)

   

 - PHIL HARRIS. (2015). An Introduction to law. Cambridge. ISBN 9780521132077

(Printed)

   

 - Jan M. Smits. (2021). Contract Law: A comparative introduction.. 3rd edition.

Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. ISBN 9781800373129 (Printed)

   

 - Katharina Pistor. (2020). The Code of Capital: How the Law Creates Wealth and

Inequality. Princeton University Press. ISBN 9780691208602 (Printed)

   
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 

Preparation for the final exam following prior instructions provided in class.  

Independent study: review of all prior Sessions (Readings, in-class and online discussions) minus
the readings for Sessions 18,19, and 20 (= These Sessions’ readings are tested for Debate #2 and
are excluded from the final exam revision).

FINAL EXAM: online written examination

Each student has four attempts over two consecutive academic years to pass this course.

Dates and location of the final exam will be posted in advance and will not be changed.

Students must attend at least 70% of the sessions. Students who do not comply with the 70%
attendance rule will receive a 0.0 on their first and second attempts and go directly to the third one
(they will need to enroll in this course again the following academic year).

Students who are in the third or fourth attempt should contact the professor during the first two
weeks of the course.

Any student whose grade is below 4,5 in any of the above criteria (Class Participation, Individual
Work, Intermediate Tests or Final Exam) or whose weghted final grade is below 5 will be required
to sit for the retake exam to pass the course (except those not complying with the attendance rules,
whom are banned from this possibility).

Grading for retakes will be subject to the following rules:
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PROFESSOR BIO
 

OTHER INFORMATION

·        The retakes will consist of a comprehensive exam. The grade will depend only on the
performance on this exam; continuous evaluation over the semester will not be taken into account.

·        The exam will be designed bearing in mind that the passing grade is 5 and the maximum
grade that can be attained is 8 out of 10.

·        The third attempt will require the student to complete: the midterm exams; a final exam This is
also applicable to students who do not have required attendance, e.g. sickness. Dates and location
of the retakes will be posted in advance and will not be changed.

Criteria Percentage Comments
Intermediate Tests 25 %
Class Participation 25 %
Final Exam 30 %
Group Presentation 20 %

Professor: VICTOR ARTOLA RECOLONS

E-mail: vartolarecolons@faculty.ie.edu

 E-mail: vartolarecolons@faculty.ie.edu 

Víctor Artola completed his Law Degree at the University of Oviedo, where he graduated in 2012.
He has completed his Law studies at the University of Sheffield (UK), the IE, the London School of
Economics and the University of Oxford.

He joined the Oviedo ONTIER office at 2011 and he was incorporated in Madrid headquarters in
September 2012. He has also worked in the M&A departments of the Lisbon ONTIER Office (2013)
as well as in the London ONTIER office (2014).

Although focused in M&A, he has touched a wide variety of areas of practice such as Capital
Markets, Corporate Finance and Private Equity.

His experience is also extended to the academic field, as he is a collaborating teacher of the IE,
University of Navarra and CEU. In 2016 he has completed with honors his dissertation work in
Cross-Border Mergers in the University of Oviedo.

Email address: Victor Artola Recolons < vartolarecolons@faculty.ie.edu > and vartola@ontier.net 

Personal tutorial sessions: by appointment.

1. Be on time: Students arriving more than 5 minutes late will be marked as “Absent”.
Only students that notify in advance in writing that they will be late for a specific session may be

granted an exception (at the discretion of the professor).

2. If applicable, bring your name card and strictly follow the seating chart. It helps faculty members
and fellow students learn your names.

3. Do not leave the room during the lecture: Students are not allowed to leave the room during
lectures. If a student leaves the room during lectures, he/she will not be allowed to re-enter and,
therefore, will be marked as “Absent”.

Only students that notify that they have a special reason to leave the session early will be granted
an exception (at the discretion of the professor).
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4. Do not engage in side conversation. As a sign of respect toward the person presenting the
lecture (the teacher as well as fellow students), side conversations are not allowed. If you have a
question, raise your hand and ask it. It you do not want to ask it during the lecture, feel free to
approach your teacher after class.

If a student is disrupting the flow of the lecture, he/she will be asked to leave the classroom and,
consequently, will be marked as “Absent”.

5. Use your laptop for course-related purposes only. The use of laptops during lectures must be
authorized by the professor. The use of Social Media or accessing any type of content not related
to the lecture is penalized. The student will be asked to leave the room and, consequently, will be
marked as “Absent”.

6. No cellular phones: IE University implements a “Phone-free Classroom” policy and, therefore, the
use of phones, tablets, etc. is forbidden inside the classroom. Failing to abide by this rule entails
expulsion from the room and will be counted as one absence.

7. Escalation policy: 1/3/5. Items 4, 5, and 6 above entail expulsion from the classroom and the
consequent marking of the student as “Absent.” IE University implements an “escalation policy”:
The first time a student is asked to leave the room for disciplinary reasons (as per items 4, 5, and 6
above), the student will incur one absence, the second time it will count as three absences, and
from the third time onward, any expulsion from the classroom due to disciplinary issues will entail 5
absences.

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:

§  Journal articles:

Holmes, The Path of the Law, Harvard Law Review (1897)-
Tetley, Mixed jurisdictions: Common Law v. Civil Law (codified and uncodified) Louisiana Law

Review (1999)

-

Goldberg, Introduction: Pragmatism and Private Law, Harvard Law Review (2012) – optional-
Sartor, Cognitive automata and the law: electronic contracting and the intentionality of

software agents, Artificial intelligence and law 17.4 (2009): 253 – optional

-

Daly, The Ecuadorian exemplar: the first ever vindications of constitutional rights of nature,

Review of European, Comparative & International Environmental Law, Vol. 21, Issue 1 (2012)

– optional

-

Smed, Intelligent software agents and agency law, Santa Clara Computer & High Tech. Law

Journal 14 (1998): 503.

-

Naniwadekar, The Law of Agency as applied in Company Transactions, European Company

and Financial Law Review 5.3 (2008): 280-304. – optional

-

Kerber, The meanings of citizenship, The Journal of American History 84.3 (1997): 833-854. –

optional

-

Faure, Economic Analysis of Environmental Law: An Introduction, Economie Publique. Etude

et Recherches. Analyse Economique du Droit, vol. 1, 2001, 127-147

-

Tsaoussi, Aspasia, The Economics of Family Law (April 2007). Available at:

https://ssrn.com/abstract=1116386  -optional

-

Calabresi & Melamed. "Property Rules, Liability Rules, and Inalienability: One View of the

Cathedral, Harvard Law Review (1972) – optional

-

Lavoie, Property as Local Knowledge, Catholic University Law Review, (2021) (forthcoming) –

optional

-

§  Other:
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2020 Guide to Business in Spain https://www.guidetobusinessinspain.com/en/downloads/ -
The Essential Elements of Corporate Law Working Paper N°.134/2009 November 2009 John

Armour Henry Hansmann Reinier Kraakman [excerpts]

-

- UN SDGs available at: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-

development-goals.html 

-

- European Commission Report, European network of legal experts in gender equality and

non-discrimination, Gender equality law in Europe, available at:

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9b101483-3a44-11e9-8d04-

01aa75ed71a1   - Read pages 92-93.

-

Guido Calabresi: The Place of Torts in Law and Economics: The Significance of the Liability

Rule, at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGnHgn3rvus 

-

§  Legislation:

French, Spanish, Dutch, German Civil Codes (English translation)-
Te Awa Tupua (Whanganui River Claims Settlement) Bill (New Zealand legislation), available

here: http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2016/0129/latest/DLM6830851.html 

-

§  Case-law:

[Legal capacity]

Proform Sports Management Ltd v Proactive Sports Management Ltd & Stretford (2006)-
[Legal standing, subjects/objects of law]-
Naruto, et al. v. Slater, et al., no. 15-CV-04324 (N.D. Cal. 28 January 2016)-
Naruto, et al. v. Slater, et al., no. 16-15469 (9th Cir. April 23, 2018) -optional-

[Legal persons]

- Smith, Legal personality, The Yale Law Journal 37.3 (1928): 283-299: Read for Session 16.-
- Salomon v A Salomon & Co Ltd [1896] UKHL 1: Read for Session 16.-
- Gilford Motor Co Ltd v. Horne [1933] Ch 935: Read for Session 16.-

[Neighbor law]

- Higgins Oil & Fuel Company v. Guaranty Oil Company (1919)-
- Bonde v. Bishop, 112 Cal. App. 2d 1 (1952)-
- Booska v. Patel 24 Cal.App.4th (1994)-

[Property law]

- United States v. Causby 328 U.S. 256 (1946)-
- Millar v Taylor (1769)-
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9b101483-3a44-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGnHgn3rvus
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2016/0129/latest/DLM6830851.html

