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Law Unplugged is an innovative and practice oriented course that aims to bring students close the
reality of legal practice. The object of the course is to teach students to work and think like a
lawyer. This course will be about basic and practical elements, which is convenient to know in order
to litigate a case both before a Court and before national or international arbitration tribunals.

The course will not deal with theory about procedural laws and regulations , but the soft skills and
lessons from experience that can be useful to handle all phases of a dispute; and, in particular, to
draft effective procedural birefs and oral allegations; prepare examinations; and deal with
documentary evidence.

The work of alitigator is to effectuively argue the client's case. Therefore we will make of arguing
and presenting positions a key element of each session. We also seek to create a practical and
participative course.

Learning will be based in the following methods:

Lectures: we will make presentations of the relevant topic explaining how the work is done in

each phase of the litigation.

-

Mock case: We will use a case to give the students the opportunity to put in practice what they

are learning, in particular with respect to the drafting of effective procedural briefs. We will

request the students to prepare issues related to the case and comment them in class.

-

Oral presentations: The students will also be given the chance to make oral presentations, in

order to allow them to practice their oral argumentation skills.

-

The objective of the subject Law Unplugged Advocacy is to develop the soft skills needed to work
as a lawyer. We will focus both on oral and drafting skills. We will encourage class participation to
argue on different views and topics. We will work on persuasive and clear speeches. It will not be a
theoretical class about Law, but to learn how lawyers think and work.
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PROGRAM
 
 

SESSION 1 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 2 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 3 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 4 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 5 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 6 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 7 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 8 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

Teaching methodology Weighting Estimated time a
student should
dedicate to prepare for
and participate in

Lectures 10.67 % 8 hours
Discussions 20.0 % 15 hours
Exercises 29.33 % 22 hours
Group work 20.0 % 15 hours
Other individual studying 20.0 % 15 hours
TOTAL 100.0 % 75 hours

Introduction to advocacy
The beginning of the case: designing the strategy for the client

MOCK CASE: getting to know the case
Presentation: Draft the strategy for the client

Feedback
How to draft briefs of allegations

On the mock case: Request for arbitration/answer to the request

Feedback
Witness statements

Written execercice on witness statements
Expert reports

Interim relief: on the mock case drafting of the request for interim relief and answer to the request.

Feedback
Post hearing birefs and appeals
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SESSION 9 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 10 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 11 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 12 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 13 (ASYNCHRONOUS) 

 

SESSION 14 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

SESSION 15 (LIVE IN-PERSON) 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA
 

Preliminary hearing + hearing vs. Case management conference + Hearing

Preparation for trial:

Preparation of opening statements1.
Preparation of witnesses + experts2.
Examinations + cross examinatios3.
Closing statements + post hearing briefs4.

Prep for the MOCK HEARING (MOOT COURT)

HEARING

HEARING

LITIGATION IN THE MOVIES: comparison between our life experience in the mock hearing and
the cases in the movies

FEEDBACK on the mock hearing and discussions about the litigation in the movies

Final exercice

 
Criteria Percentage Comments

Class Participation  70 %

 It will not be counted if
the grade of the written
exercise is not equal to or
higher than 5.

Individual Presentation
 30 % (includes Final
Exercice)

Must be more than 5 to
pass the course.

Criteria Percentage Comments
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PROFESSOR BIO
 

Individual Presentation 30 % 30% is the maximum
score for the Final
Exercice but the 30%
also takes into
consideration other
indivividual presentations
of the student during the
course

Class Participation 70 %

Individual Work & Continuous Evaluation (30%): Students will have several in-class and
asynchronous assignments in which they will work as individuals and in groups to apply the tools
and methodologies that they are learning in various assignments.

Class Participation and Engagement (70%): Class participation and engagement will be
evaluated based on the quality (not quantity) of your participation in class discussion and other
activities that take place during synchronous and asynchronous sessions. The most important
component of your participation is the content of what you are saying. The aim of the discussions is
to debate different perspectives and views. Students who are disruptive or disrespectful will be
asked to leave the classroom and will be counted as absent for that day.

Each student has four attempts over two consecutive academic years to pass this course. Dates
and location of the final exam will be posted in advance and will not be changed. Students must
attend at least 70% of the sessions. Students who do not comply with the 70% attendance rule will
receive a 0.0 on their first and second attempts and go directly to the third one (they will need to
enroll in this course again the following academic year). Students who are in the third or fourth
attempt should contact the professor during the first two weeks of the course.

RETAKE POLICY

Any student whose weighted final grade is below 5 will be required to sit for the retake exam to
pass the course (except those not complying with the attendance rules, whom are banned from this
possibility). Grading for retakes will be subject to the following rules:

The retakes will consist of a comprehensive exam. The grade will depend only on the

performance on this exam; continuous evaluation over the semester will not be taken into

account.

-

The exam will be designed bearing in mind that the passing grade is 5 and the maximum

grade that can be attained is 8 out of 10.

-

The third attempt will require the student to complete: a specific individual written exercise and

the retake exam. This is also applicable to students who do not have required attendance, e.g.

sickness. Dates and location of the retakes will be posted in advance and will not be changed.

-

Professor: EMMA MORALES MATA

E-mail: emoralesm@faculty.ie.edu

EMMA MORALES MATA
Emma is a Counsel in the Litigation and Aribtration department of Allen&Overy in Madrid. Emma
has more that 15 years' experience advising corporates and financial institutions on a wide range of
litigation and arbitration matters in the fields of contracts and company law (director's liability, R&W,
breach of contracts), competition law (unfair competition and advertising) and banking litigation.
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OTHER INFORMATION

Emma has broad experience in national (CAM, CIMA, CEA) and international arbitration (ICSID,
ICC, LCIA). She has been involved in court trials (before civil, commercial and criminal Courts),
appeals and extraordinary appeals of cassation and for breach of process before the Spanish
Supreme Court.

Emma has given a number of courses and currently she lectures advocacy in the IE Law School
and arbitration praxis at the Universidad de Navarra. She has also lectured litigation and contracts
at the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM), international arbitration in San Pablo CEU, having
been former associate teacher of procedural law in the Universidad de Castilla la Mancha (UCLM).
Likewise, Emma has published several articles and collaborated with Wolters Kluwer, the Memento
of Arbitration and the International Arbitration Review.

Emma is graduated of Law (Universidad de Oviedo, Spain). Also she has a Master of Laws (LLM)
in the IE (Instituto de Empresa) and a Harvard Course in Law and Economics (Harvard University).
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